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Extended Abstract
This the

methodological frameworks of “crossing the

study critically  examines
boundary” and “center and periphery” proposed
Sufi

interpretations of the Qur’an, highlighting

by Pieter Coppens in analyzing
their limitations and proposing alternative
indigenous approaches. Coppens’ frameworks,
introduced in his book Seeing God in Sufi
Qur'an Commentaries: Crossings between This
World and the Otherworld, focus on the
relationship between the worldly and the
otherworldly (crossing the boundary) and the
position of Sufism within the broader Islamic
tradition (center and periphery).

This study employs critical textual analysis,
historical-social contextualization, and
interdisciplinary methods to evaluate these
frameworks, drawing on key Sufi exegeses such
as Haqa’iq al-Tafsir by al-Sulami (d. 412 AH),
Lata’if al-Isharat by al-Qushayri (d. 465 AH),
Kashf al-Asrar by Maybudi (6™ century AH),
and Ara’is al-Bayan by Ruzbihan Baqgli (d. 606
AH), alongside historical sources like Tarikb
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Nishabar and Tarikh Baghdad.

The Crossing the Boundary framework, inspired by Christian Lange’s concept of a thin
boundary between this world and the next, posits that Sufi exegetes viewed divine vision
(ru’ya) as a bridge traversable through mystical states. However, this framework
oversimplifies the conceptual diversity in Sufi thought (e.g., fana’, qurb, wabdat al-wujad),
ignores regional variations (e.g., Nishabar, Baghdad, Andalusia), and relies heavily on non-
indigenous theories, lacking sufficient textual evidence.

Similarly, The Center and Periphery model, adapted from Edward Shils’ sociological
framework, positions Sufis like Qushayri and Sulami at the core of Islamic tradition due to
their engagement with orthodox discourses. Yet, it fails to account for the complex,
dynamic interactions between Sufis and traditional scholars, oversimplifies institutional
rivalries, and applies a Western-centric model unsuitable for the decentralized Islamic
context of the medieval period.

Textual evidence from Sufi exegeses reveals that concepts like zajalli (divine
manifestation) and gqurb (proximity to God) challenge the notion of a metaphysical
boundary, as seen in Ruzbihan’s view that “God manifests in the heart, negating the need
for a boundary”. Historical sources, such as Tarikh Baghdad, confirm the marginalization
of figures like al-Hallaj, contradicting the notion of Sufis consistently occupying the
center.

To address these shortcomings, this study proposes indigenous frameworks rooted in
Sufi concepts like fana’, qurb, and tajalli, alongside methodological approaches such as
textual-historical analysis, phenomenological inquiry, discursive analysis, and social
network analysis. These alternatives, informed by scholars like Chittick, Saleh, Asad, and
Safi, better capture the diversity and dynamism of Sufi exegesis within its Islamic context.

The findings contribute to refining the methodological tools for studying Sufi Qur’anic
interpretations, emphasizing the need for contextually grounded approaches that avoid
orientalist stereotypes and overly generalized frameworks. By integrating indigenous
concepts and interdisciplinary methods, this study strengthens the link between Sufi texts
and their historical-social contexts, offering new avenues for future studies in Islamic
mysticism.

Keywords: Sufi Qurianic exegesis, crossing the boundary, center and periphery, Sufism,

indigenous methodologies.
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13. Shils, Center and Periphery....
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14. Safi, Politics of Knowledge....


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir oV Y Ol il ayes (et dlo MY s B3leds o6 e ‘brﬁabﬂ-ij;‘ L va

s ool Wile 8l s Sdso K3 S 0T 51 5 s go pltsl o 5 3,b plailie Jids 4 2 sl
oo Bl il 3u S e ) 8l 5 sladlte Gl ) S e Iy Sslite e Shs 5 oKl
Sys Sl ladlaie Sl e 5 550 (63,5605 pu 5 KS o chmial o |y sl Glapens LS
Ao oL | g oS

Al (e salgd (Y-

b RS 05l 5 S0 Jhe Glatasgdone gl (g o of (5% (et 5 Sl g il Sl (e dals
8l 8853 31 ok sl (93 St 3 Oldgen LSl dins oo LIS dalsde pl S e A s 5
Slp Sl 2lls 59y alises laoy S gls (s3xte SleziS SNl 5 aolsy 5 035 Dol 3 S0
Sl oty 5 Lils oo 05 Cow BLsaslsl |y (ldses cadgnl/ lél ;5 (BFVY &31S)5) ualf» Jle
& empep sl b ol b LOPY cadgual] il o) 1) Sly S 0l c0ligd 1058
2l oo gl ladls oS 5 ame ol saiasylis a5 uS o oylil ldges & 3l slede dpdss Sl
ol 358 s 5 S 0 oaba355 5 ) Jubo 31 513 ool )l 55 SOl cpl ol 0355 LI (LS

I gy e S (s Sl 3 VFY IO08) 8y g s 53 55 (BFFO &2805)0) (6055 2 S s
(i) da3 e 535 i B b AT 3 5 Cudy A sS e alsy ol & slul bl S e eslinal
selede b gldgs J gladS Jules saimsglis S 31 diadda alinal opl (WYY ) OV aill)
35 55 (BF s £808)3) (shln sl 3 S gzl 55 gl @ Lhdulas s i (5 LT 200
Ca5) o 552 535S o0 00 M i) okl G Wldgao 5 it (a3l Lol 6,5 \FY AT s
YYY)E L Y CiS (g ss) Sl Sln 5 i o 53 >

Al 5 Sl B8\ 5 50 ke el 5 5158 g 5, 5 B IS s ez Julss
S5 Sl N 5 2l ol e de S e 16 laci 1Bl s LSS Olseas | 0lisee 8185
s SlatiS Glas 5l sl ol Lo Sdamy Julowd a0 530 5 iy oo 8 bS5 Ll | SleziS

aSylin dams o oLES 030555 Sl 5 ladlais §55 5 AST L WaCossdos ol 35 Sl ol
) S e o)l a ails 5 aneliS ls Ll o, & sl Ayl 55 (3Y 10 £84555) )l oS>
@JU (ol @ S1) (Ll )b Gladll (o Ol g ol lalesl s 4 sl s o ol
OLeiS il 3 1y el dile Sl bpao slaes S Glacdl oSl sy oy ool (YW plics


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir VY ol (Jal 8y ‘r.:..: Jle N 0\ 856l ¢ g e ’b/’*wi‘bﬂjfg' Oy

NGO ub.BL'S)JJ'SJo);Q@MVS\A”;bﬂwﬂjSLSLp:\LU.U:;LSA ol yelis yy il e

5 53 Glaadl )3 Olso (Syme 354 4 Olgmal SLE S5 53 15 (Y 220S,0) Slgho] ponisd
o) (A3l (Slosy 5 (5ime SBI ¢ S3 slaadl 3 ol o 1S n 0)lil 3,0 dole Sl 55 LT 25
O 5803 A 5 ol 9o\ 1 5 S 50 83k (Gl 3l 513 (sime 39d cnl LOYY Y (Jlges/ jL S5
plel 53l 4 Skt i, b 53 (BFFY &2238)0) G3luis ol ¢ blie 55 33l e oLl 1y old gen oKl
3513 L3 (MY A e5lebdy s )b e 531axy ) (bl b e glalesl s 4 (BY 4 &535)) @K;
] u..ob— L;Uso)jb Br) ‘_)L;.%)*.a gﬁ";'ﬁ gjsjmj ‘_)u\.&au\.sb‘\?..'bb @ EM.)QU\J C).Joj‘\.g LY

3 L;J;..:j (.JL:« V.a) Lgﬁig L8 i 9}@d/f}lﬁ/ﬂ 53 (BVYFA &i8)s) J.?a; R
U’»’-‘ (/\q /\Y cﬁ)‘«‘-’/f}'{.ﬁ/ﬂ ‘L;";;) JJLC V.Aj bﬁ 4\35.9 V.A 6& J.M.ij;u,cj ..L\SL;A @L@\ (L;Bra
S 53 |y Oldsee sl Bly (S 5 dies SISk s Bss 5 la) Jie b gmsbr sla i
b-MQLgM WjASJWS@ u\,“S;bj &)Lx@ QL.’.L"-’ 0)9 ‘_)T{*U\.w\ QL@.?-Jb @JM)QJ.XE S.L:S@)J
| obj.:} C))fpgg.iéb

RIS L s le 9 95ag 8l algapin (Y=Y

el A @&g.‘eé o Dl Sl eslanal ysel s g S Jde lalusgde C:;J Sy >L@Ju:~,; Cn}j\
ool ))G 9 ..LS‘;c M o.,\.:.ﬁv.k)) 6L&dwﬂ§ )\ L.:‘ﬁ Lg\c\g.\.& d‘j"-‘“‘" b w.) Melas Uj—":JL% U'l‘
(S o 4S > oo (Lo @ﬂﬂbj&bﬁ (o gl LS (5515 o @ bOQM&M&u&?W‘
@ cyﬁ)b’- ui‘ sl o.l.?.:ﬁq C;cﬁ«jf';.a dj@' ¥ LS;’/‘-;"/‘ r%j LSZZ..{J} dLQ.:ﬂf)‘ Ladda aslaul L:4.:j§>:

el @3lg 5 el el low 3l (6,80, Olise ol Jlow sl sl S0 5,86,
CJL: )J bdl-:{}—s.d 6&5\‘9 0L<.3.L>-‘90@ J""):LSA LALL:)}JSJ Lsu«ﬁ;— cuou.:b- dj’: &LAJL@.; LB?'B; o
Gyne 5550 w5 plig 55 Slul dalal ol Jle gl S 5oy Sle 09,3 owlow 5 oloi|
D}a.’ 3.).;.3;:; .BLa.g\jM)L;o ‘)Lﬁu Qjﬁ\ﬁ:j jSJA 8ol 33@).3}\ Jl'b.ébd\.;&jﬁ.a al_<il:{- LQJL@.’MU.;\ (145 .
LSS 55 5 (23 NI pIME) s Sy s b A5l S 6 mlio & anrl o 33l GLLS 1) 0T


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir oV Y Ol il ayes (et dlo MY s B3leds o6 e ‘brﬁabﬂ-ij;‘ mRY

(§3l i et ) Wb e axlge 5. b L5 i S e 5 aile 45 oS (gl ldses a5 das e oLES
ANY IA by g )

B AS o oo 50 3 IS nspte Sl b 5358 o 6ldpn o La 2T calin e o Jolows
30 (Al S S L s o (K 2 (S e W gy St S i s 0 Sl ol
ESUSE o iy 0, K) 35 s T elerl 5 S )b laaie o |y il el o5 s
il 5 (2 s Na) (6l ol s slailaie SLacslis 5% SOl €56 (4 ol Cian
als iy (e s SB35 3l Ly (G ,e ! ST D)

WLl oo 0ldgo Sse laa o5 Jos Gl Sl ol oz 5B Sl 556,
Co I slaglgz Sz IS o Jdo Jo 5 g ealie Loyl 3 | b 25 0 S5, )
5l 30 3 NS aggie dio gl S8 8 Bl S Ol OLS/ il 55 Joms Jllos dsle (67
Wl o0 Com 4 (S S o8

S5 Bl o ekl LS S g Ly Sl i o 0 S5l 3l i ol AT
o Uy (45 7 pealed 3] SIS AL 5,8 Lo 1) (OIS 5 i) s SlaoleniS b ol so
25 Sl SleiiS Gla ol g Joloss 5 Cgadi 4 Adulues he gl SlexsS glag sl ral 5 )L gl ged
Solg b pldso Lals) Ll oo 55 (145 ¢ il Gl < 20) (3lg 5 slarar) aaSlls Jlos ol
2 s Sy ol S o 5333 L ol g (3l oSl 5 S e Ly (Lol dsle) palws 5 o0
Coges S Sy Ol (S5 S 4 Ll @ ald b oDl 3L et 5 Sl (AL £ e
g o s

“e

Aoy

NN Glacs )l Ll Sy slacussdos olulil o em@)u SLa i 4 s anlao -yl

5 e 8yt L) e s ol 3 GTE B s s Lo 53 558 i D\ 5 S0 550
S olg i b e Sl o s S5, Talg 3 e mulS ) Al (sl S sb

SV ot Al 4 (Sl 5 4 350 ) IS ol oS Sl Gl e andllas ) il

15 . Chittick, Imaginal Worlds...
3. Asad, Idea of Anthropology...


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir oV T Y Ol ol 8555 il dl O (Gl )l (g e el T A 4ol pragp Ll vy

My li) Clisee Ghle 4 0328 a5 5 ot 5 3 (bbb ldsn ag peplie (3 Sool
ke el ) e el 3p5 e e lbgs ol Full s asehe 55 SHledle 4 (I
(3545 £338,3) & 0l 5 (BF s 2805)5) e (BP0 £838)3) (5 ,nid (BFVY &30S)5)
95,11 @b}("h u‘ﬁj‘ OB 939 Ol o wldens g SaelBuus b gl cpl a8 sls Lis e
RGSOOY LaaQTJ.aLS e 4 5o

£SS) Lol (G (slaasgdoes h1s 35 55 58 098l i 5 S8 Jdke oS s e LS anlllas )l e
Sl 4 505 5 daws 093 pDl S 1 3L L OT (5L Gl o b & 4 Jie
e slede 5 ol ploe OVl 5 sl S, 51 e S)s ds a4 Ko o3lg 5 SleiS
oot Sl AU s 65l oS\l A U s (6 peime e 31 ol (S 6 dalel 555 s
St o8 ol 5 (o3 I plaziS iy o 2 dsle Sl g oSl 4 S e Al 25ss (530K
s e Conioy (ol 335 Jdod a0 o6 Je cpl il 034y dilonas o> 5 glail>

W) las ool i anllas ol Sigms 5 Spale dos 815 gasions cpl 6 Sl Sl
SIS et 5 o 5 o el i wldss e palis 3l elitad bialgi i cpl alex ) 353
SleS (SLex) aSlwlid)lg ‘(ého) b - e Jodos ale PRl Fli sy sl Sss,
5l 8 3L @ a5 b oSy ol ol () (93lg 5 plerr] slaeis o 5 (U
S o o3y ldgen el 5335 Jloss Sl 5 513 o 50 b (6 SR OS5l i S Sz
c.gl.’\..o
BVEY ol s g caKo) Dl pid] ( Jo cp A o5l 2

d\f\“ﬂ Mn.q..l.x.“ uﬁb‘b cQjﬂ c/ﬁsn”u,ﬂ}sdécg;&dw ‘gf’;“;g)"‘ .

AMARS mLS:JU; c;%jb\b ‘J\JL?‘QJ/‘)-WL’B‘ (Aases Oy .Lo}-/‘ “"2'3.};(.)"‘ =Y

é\f\/\ c‘\.:«l.&” ;.,lﬁb‘.) c&jﬂ.} caL&«,ﬂ/)L’s”'/Jﬁ ckU‘Ja.;u.’Jw?-/‘ c&L@J;.oﬁlr.:*:jj =¥

BVF A qu..l.a.}‘ u;'gjb\.) cojbu c‘ﬁLﬂ}//cM S V..:«/B cé.)‘.UL; ..l.:.z;j- -0

%&dwbjjﬁ&'uﬁw&)bc&‘wdwcé)fu“:.:rsb- 5
U.LWVO ¢0L§T ‘d‘j@-’“ chJSM L:d) BV ‘JZ«,&}SG\; c&zﬁu}:}

é\f\/\ 44.;.«1.&5\ uﬁﬁb‘) cg:)jj:g ‘J/@@JU‘L&L’J{W] c&b‘u\&:g_ﬂ:h;- =Y


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir OV Ol gl 8550 it dl O o\ 8)leds (g el el T A 4ol yragp vy

‘_5\\‘\\/ MjL«ojj‘ M}o cCJ)J.:.g cﬂwlf){.‘;/ﬂ ¢ Jo| O -J»;&r./; cwjﬁ;

d\f\? 44.*-.«\.&” o._,&lgb\) ‘CJ)J:{ “)é'f‘”d"‘jb'a ‘J“asgf‘ o ..\.o.}:.i cﬂ oL@ij‘)

é\?\\ c‘\.:a.}u.“ g_»&'ﬂb‘) coj‘!u cdﬂ&’/&t«U/c&U‘M u.;f.m/ GC“;.:N

AN ¢JAL<..ZJL>

d\? . 9 c@uw‘ 2\,:&,47 coﬁ‘j ‘453}’4//&@ c.J.;.>=; u.: OL&}”.}L}« ‘d“l:‘

é\\c“/\ 4ul:.<.U 3ol :Lij‘,a.q.ﬂ W‘ coJAL; ‘@M/Z/La///‘d)l}; O p—ugﬂj*; 46‘,:,.2,3
BVFYA (S alall &y el gl 0,85 « D LEY) L) 33153 (o SIS (5 553
a.:lg.o cojhlg 9\9.5; r::l-’v—”-w QS’J‘O iv-JS cd")t.wy/ j'«.wid/ g‘.,.@/-j.d cw;l.\ii‘ cmﬂw

A

-4

=\

=\

=\Y

-\Y

-\

=\o

DNV Sl L V6l g LY CAES" Jiadl gl pIAss (s V8

17- Asad, Talal, The Idea of an Anthropology of Islam, Washington, DC, Center for
Contemporary Arab Studies, 1986.

18- Bowering, Gerhard, The Mystical Vision of Existence in Classical Islam: The
Qur’anic Hermeneutics of Sabl al-Tustari, Berlin, De Gruyter, 1980.

19- Calder, Norman, The Limits of Islamic Orthodoxy In Defining Islam: A Reader,
edited by Andrew Rippin, London, Equinox, 2007.

20-  Chittick, William, Imaginal Worlds: Ibn al-Arabi and the Problem of Religious
Diversity, Albany, State University of New York Press, 1994.

21.  Coppens, Pieter, Seeing God in Sufi Qur'an Commentaries: Crossings between This
World and the Otherworld, Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press, 2018.

22 Lange, Christian, Paradise and Hell in Islamic Traditions, Cambridge, Cambridge
University Press, 2015.

23 Massignon, Louis, Essay on the Origins of the Technical Language of Islamic
Mysticism, Tr. B. Clark, Notre Dame, University of Notre Dame Press, 1997.

24_  Safi, Omid, The Politics of Knowledge in Premodern Islam, Chapel Hill, University
of North Carolina Press, 2006.

25. Saleh, Walid, The Formation of the Classical Tafsir Tradition: The Quran


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir VP Y ol (Jsl ey i Jle N G\ aileds (g s ;L,/’.Lé 4ol pragpLlve

26-

27-

28_

Commentary of al-Tha’labi, Leiden, Brill, 2004.

Sands, Kristin, Sufi Commentaries on the Qur'an in Classical Islam, London,
Routledge, 2006.

Schimmel, Annemarie, Mystical Dimensions of Islam, Chapel Hill, University of
North Carolina Press, 1975.

Shils, Edward, “Center and Periphery”, The Logic of Personal Knowledge: Essays
Presented to Michael Polanyi, London, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1961.


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

Critical Studies on the Quranic Exegests, vol. 11, 6 (1): summer 2025.

Earth Inheritance in Muslim Exegesis:

From Sacred Territory to Global Rule of the Righteous

Reza Mollazadeh Yamchi

Postdoctoral researcher in Qur’an and Hadith sciences, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,

Mashhad, Iran (Corresponding author: reza.mollazadehyamchi@alumni.um.ac.ir).

Meisam Shoaib

PhD graduate in Jurisprudence and Fundamentals of Islamic Law,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran (Email: m.shoaib68@gmail.com).

Original Research

Received: 9/ 6/ 2025
Revised: 8/ 8/ 2025
Accepted: 8/ 8/ 2025
published: 8/ 8/ 2025
Pages: 35-50.

Publisher:
Mashhad Faculty of University of Quranic Theology and Awarness.

© 2025/ Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights.

Online ISSN: 2783-5308
Open access in web address:
http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir

MO

Cite this article: Mollazadeh Yamchi R. and Shoaib M.
“Earth Inheritance in Muslim Exegesis: From Sacred
Territory to Global Rule of the Righteous”, Critical
Studies on the Quranic Exegesis 6 (11), 2025, p. 35-50.

http://doi.org/10.22034/naghdeara.2025.529068.1309.. %

Extended Abstract

Verse 105 of Sara Al-Anbiya? —“And We
have already written in the Psalms, after the
[previous] mention, that the earth will be
inherited by My righteous servants”— presents
an unbreakable divine promise regarding the
ultimate rule of the righteous over the earth,
and serves as a foundational principle in
Quranic  theology. However, despite its
apparent clarity, the ambiguity surrounding the
exact referents of its key terms, particularly “al-
ard” (the earth) and “ibadi al-salihan” (My
righteous servants), has turned this verse into
one of the most debated in the history of
Islamic exegesis.

This study employs qualitative content
analysis with a historical-comparative approach
to trace the evolution of interpretive
understandings of this verse within the
exegetical traditions of both Sunni and Shi‘
schools from the early classical period to
contemporary times. The primary goal is to
identify the dominant interpretive paradigms of
each era and to analyze the conceptual

mechanisms and textual-narrative factors that
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facilitated the shift from narrow “territorial-eschatological” interpretations to broader
visions of “global sovereignty.” Additionally, the paper investigates how the concept of
salah (righteousness) evolved from an individual moral quality to a comprehensive notion
of “civilizational competence.”

The conceptual analysis of the verse rests on three foundational elements: 1) Identifying
the referents of “Zabtr” and “Dhikr”, which frame the divine promise. Interpretations vary
between understanding them as “the Psalms of David and the Torah,” “all revealed
scriptures and the Preserved Tablet,” or “books revealed after the Torah.” 2) Determining
the meaning of “al-ard”, which has given rise to two primary paradigms: 2-1) The
eschatological inheritance view sees “the earth” as referring to Paradise (supported by
verses like Al-Zumar/ 74) and the idea that Paradise is exclusive to the righteous. 2-2)
The worldly inheritance paradigm branches into more specific interpretations, such as “the
Holy Land” for the Israelites, “lands of the disbelievers” for the Umma of Mubammad, and
ultimately, “the entire earth” in the eschatological future.

Analyzing the concept of “righteousness” (salah) as a precondition for inheritance,
which has undergone a historical transformation. It moved from early definitions focused
on faith and individual piety —like monotheists or inner sincerity— to a modern,
multidimensional concept encompassing scientific, military, economic, and social-
organizational capabilities, alongside faith.

Historical findings of the study highlight a three-stage developmental trajectory: In the
first stage (early exegesis), the fundamental paradigm centered on a dual reading of
“Paradise” and “Holy Land,” with the promise of inheritance viewed either as entirely
eschatological or confined to a historical-geographic event (i.e., the inheritance of the
Holy Land by the Israelites).

The second stage (medieval period) witnessed a systematization of views within the
theological schools of both Sunni and Shii traditions. Sunni exegesis tended toward a
universalist reading, broadening the promise to include the global dominance of the
Muslim Ummah —referencing traditions like “the earth was folded for me”. In contrast,
Shi‘ exegetes, drawing on the narrations of the Imams, adopted a particularist and
eschatological interpretation, culminating in the idea that the global inheritance of the
earth will be realized in the universal government of al-Mabhd;.

The third stage (modern paradigm) is marked by a rereading of the verse in light of

new social and intellectual needs. Here, interpreters from both schools regard the
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“inheritance of the earth” as a social law and divine causal principle —no longer just a
mystical promise, but one contingent on acquiring tangible civilizational qualifications.
The final analysis reveals that the transition from limited interpretations to a global
vision results from an interaction between textual elements and contextual dynamics. A
key mechanism in this shift is the generalization of narrative evidence —moving from
narrations confined to historical events (e.g., Israelite inheritance) to those with a global
scope (e.g., hadiths on Mahdi or the Umma's future dominion). Moreover, the tension
between worldly and eschatological inheritance has opened space for comprehensive
theories like that of Muhammad Husayn al-Tabataba’i, who frames both realms within a
single divine law of rewarding the righteous, thereby resolving the apparent conflict.
Ultimately, the modern functional reinterpretation of salah —linked to divine laws
governing civilizational rise and decline— transforms this verse from a purely theological
statement into a social theory and a model for overcoming passivity and achieving
civilizational merit. This study thus demonstrates that the understanding of verse 105 of
Sara Al-Anbiya’ has dynamically evolved through history, expanding from narrow scopes
to a global horizon and from individual implications to civilizational significance.
Key words: Inheritance of the Land, Al-Anbiya’: 105, Comparative Exegesis, the rule
of the righteous, Paradise, History of Ideas.
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Extended Abstract

This study investigates the semantic plurality
of the Quranic term ibn through the lens of
historical semantics, situating its analysis within
the interpretive tradition of al-wwjiah wa al-
naza’ir. Rather than treating ibn as a static
lexical item denoting biological descent or
genealogical aftiliation, the article traces its
conceptual evolution across various exegetical
contexts, highlighting its polyvalent functions
in theological, eschatological, and symbolic
registers. The inquiry begins by problematizing
the assumption of semantic stability in Qur’anic
vocabulary, arguing that diachronic shifts in
interpretive  frameworks—especially  those
shaped by sectarian, philosophical, and mystical
currents—have led to layered understandings of
key terms. The term ibn, often rendered simply
as ‘son,’ emerges as a site of exegetical tension,
particularly in verses where its referent is
ambiguous, metaphorical, or embedded within
polemical discourse.

Drawing on a wide range of classical tafsir
sources from both Sunni and Shi‘i traditions,
the article identifies several semantic clusters
associated with ibn, including its use in

expressions of spiritual affiliation, moral
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typology, and eschatological categorization. For instance, the designation ibn al-sabil is
examined not merely as a legal category but as a conceptual node linking themes of
mobility, vulnerability, and divine care. Similarly, the phrase ibn al-dunya is shown to
function as a moral epithet, indexing a particular orientation toward worldly life. These
usages suggest that tbn operates not only as a relational marker but also as a vehicle for
ethical and theological valuation. The article further explores how exegetes have
negotiated the tension between literal and figurative readings of ibn, especially in verses
involving divine sonship, where polemical concerns vis-a-vis Christian doctrine have
shaped interpretive strategies.

The methodological framework employed combines historical semantics with a
comparative hermeneutic approach, allowing for the reconstruction of semantic
trajectories across time and across interpretive communities. The study pays particular
attention to the genre of al-wujub wa al-naza’r, which catalogues Qur’anic terms with
multiple meanings and attempts to systematize their semantic range. While this genre has
often been dismissed as lexically reductive, the article argues that it provides valuable
insight into the epistemic assumptions of early exegetes and their efforts to stabilize
meaning in the face of textual ambiguity. By revisiting this genre with contemporary
semantic tools, the study reveals its latent potential for tracing conceptual shifts and
mapping exegetical priorities.

In addition to its lexical focus, the article engages broader questions about the nature of
Qur’anic language and the dynamics of meaning-making in Islamic intellectual history. It
suggests that semantic plurality is not a defect to be resolved but a feature to be
interpreted, one that reflects the Qur’an's dialogical engagement with its audience and its
layered modes of address. The term ibn, in this regard, serves as a prism through which to
examine the interplay between language, theology, and community formation. The article
also considers how later mystical and philosophical readings reconfigure the term within
metaphysical frameworks, such as the notion of spiritual filiation or ontological
dependence, thereby extending its semantic field beyond its original lexical bounds.

By offering a diachronic and cross-sectarian analysis of ibn, the study contributes to
ongoing debates in Qur’anic semantics, tafsir methodology, and the historiography of
Islamic thought. It challenges the tendency to treat Quranic terms as semantically fixed
and instead advocates for a more dynamic understanding that accounts for historical

context, interpretive plurality, and genre-specific conventions. The article concludes by
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reflecting on the implications of semantic instability for contemporary Qur’anic studies,

particularly in relation to translation, interfaith dialogue, and the construction of meaning

in pluralistic settings. It calls for renewed attention to the semantic lives of Qur’anic terms

and the interpretive traditions that have shaped them, arguing that such inquiry is

essential for a nuanced and historically grounded understanding of the Qur’anic text.
Keywords: Semantics of the Quran, Quranic Lexicons, Ibn al-Sabil, Semitic

Linguistics, Proto-Afroasiatic.
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1. Semantic field
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1. Semantic changes

2. Historical Semantics
3. Classical Arabic

4. Quranic Arabic
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1. Consonant
2. Gesenius, 4 Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament.
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. Zammit, A Comparative Lexical Study of Qur’anic Arabic.

. Proto-Semitic

. Lipinski, Semitic Languages: Outline of a Comparative Grammar.
. Proto_Afroasiatic / Proto_Afrasian

. Ehret, Reconstructing Proto-Afroasiatic.

. Orel & Stolbova, Hamito-Semitic Etymological Dictionary.

NN WA W N

. Dolgopolsky, Nestratic Dictionary.
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1. bin / ban

2. To beget.

3.son.

4. One who is begotten; what is born or brought forth.

5. /su/

6. To beget, bear, bring forth.

7. Donald, Chambers’s Etymological Dictionary of the English Language.
8. Skeat, An Etymological Dictionary of the English Language.
9. bin

10. man

11. male relative

12. Proto-Nostratic

13. ben | AV

14. (younger) relative
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1. pen tV,

2. girl, woman

3. "?atV

4. female, woman
5. phoneme

6. O'leary, Comparative Grammar of the Semitic Languages.
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. Gray, Introduction to Semitic Comparative Linguistics.

. Moscati, An Introduction to the Comparative Grammar of the Semitic Languages.
. bar

. b°nin

. sonant

. suppletion pair

. Proto-Arabic

. Old Arabic
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. binu, binnu, binu

. bintu, bittu, buntu(m)

. Muss-Arnolt, A Concise Dictionary of the Assyrian Language.
. Gelb et al., The Assyrian Dictionary.

. Black et al., 4 Concise Dictionary of Akkadian.
. bn, bt
. Hoftijzer & Jongeling, Dictionary of the North-West Semitic Inscriptions.

. Krahmalkov, Phoenician — Punic Dictionary.
. 12 (bén)
10. n2 (bat)
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1. Feyerabend, 4 Complete Hebrew-English Pocket-Dictionary to the Old Testament.

2. Klein, 4 Comprebensive Etymological Dictionary of the Hebrew Language.
3. Jastrow, 4 Dictionary of the Targumim....

4. Dalman, Aramdisch-Neubebrdiisches Worterbuch....

5. Eli

6. Boaz

7. Ruth

8. 15 (bar)/ «io (bara)

9. his (bart)/ <his (barta)

10. @as (benin)

11. ~Xis (bnata)

12. Brun, Dictionarium Syriaco-Latinum.

13. Payne Smith, 4 Compendious Syriac Dictionary.
14. Costaz, Syriac-English Dictionary.
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. Drower & Macuch, 4 Mandaic Dictionary.

. br, brt

. bn, bnt

. Biella, Dictionary of Old South Arabic: Sabaean Dialect.
. Beeston, Sabaic Dictionary.

. Leslau, Lexique Soqotri.
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10. bonta ‘ayn

11. daughter of the eye

12. pupil of the eye, eyeball
13. child, oftspring
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. member of a clan or tribe; citizen of a city

. 0°32(banot)

. 0°32(banim)
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2. X of his(bart zawga)
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Extended Abstract

This article examines the critique presented
by the contemporary Algerian thinker,
Merzouk Lamri, against historicist approaches
to the Quranic text. The central issue
addressed is the theory of the historicity of the
Qur’an, which posits that the text is inherently
influenced by the specific  historical,
geographical, cultural, and epistemological
conditions of its initial audience in seventh-
century Arabia. Proponents of this view argue
that understanding the Qurian requires
situating it within its temporal context,
suggesting that its content, formulation, and
interpretation are subject to historical relativity.
This idea is considered a fundamental challenge

in contemporary religious reform discourse.

The article positions Lamri as a significant
critic of this theory. Despite his extensive
critical engagement with the historicity thesis,
his work has not received comprehensive or
systematic attention. This study aims to fill

that gap by providing a detailed formulation of
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Lamri's perspective and analyzing its place within the contemporary discourse critiquing
the historicity of the Qur’an. The introduction outlines three main currents regarding the
historicity of religious texts, ranging from an extreme denial of historicity, as seen in
traditional Salafi thought, to an extreme historicist current that views the text as entirely
determined by its historical context, exemplified by thinkers like Muhammad Arkan and
Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, and finally a moderate approach that acknowledges historical
context for initial understanding but affirms the text's semantic dynamism and enduring

relevance, as advocated by figures such as T'aha ‘Abd al-Rahman.

The article details Lamri's academic background and his extensive publications
critiquing modern methodological approaches to Islamic texts. His central argument is
that conventional methods for studying human texts are incompatible with the revealed
nature of the Qurian. He criticizes the application of Western-derived historical,
linguistic, and anthropological methods to the Qurian, arguing that they fail to account
for its sacred, metaphysical, and divine origins. Lamri asserts that these methods often
involve selective and non-scientific biases, such as relying on weak historical narrations or
marginal Hadiths to support preconceived conclusions about the text's human and

historical dimensions.

A significant portion of his critique focuses on specific methodological challenges. He
argues that secular Western analytical tools are fundamentally mismatched with a text
believed to be of divine origin, pointing to the selective use of sources by historicists. For
instance, they may privilege certain weak narrations to reduce the experience of revelation
to a human, psychological phenomenon, while ignoring stronger, more central Islamic
sources. Lamri also addresses the hermeneutical challenge, distinguishing between
traditional Islamic ta’wil, which aims to discover the divine intent, and modern Western
hermeneutics, which he sees as prioritizing the reader's context, leading to a relativistic
understanding where human reason becomes the ultimate source of meaning.

Furthermore, he counters the historicist argument that the prevalence of specific
occasions of revelation (asbab al-nuzal) proves the entire Qur'an's historicity by noting
that only a small fraction of verses have a known cause, and generalizing from these few
cases is an unjustified leap. Finally, he refutes claims that delays in the official codification
of the Qur'an until Caliph ‘Uthman's era imply human alteration, emphasizing that the

initial writing occurred under the Prophet's supervision and later efforts were about
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standardization, thus preserving the text's integrity.

In conclusion, the article summarizes Lamri's view that the historicist approach, despite
its claims of scientific rigor, is rooted in a secular rationality that seeks to fundamentally
redefine religion. Its primary outcome is the reduction of the Qurian from a sacred,
eternal, divine text to a mere linguistic, social, and historical phenomenon. This, Lamri
warns, leads to the negation of revelation's sanctity, the relativization of truth, and the loss
of the Qur'an's religious authority. Instead of adopting external methods, Lamri calls for a
critical and creative return to the Islamic interpretive tradition as a path to intellectual and
epistemological renewal within an authentic Islamic framework.

As a criticism of Lamri's view, it can be said that while Lamri's critiques are valuable,
his perspective sometimes tends towards a binary opposition between traditional and
modern reason and could benefit from distinguishing more clearly between the

methodological tools of analysis and their underlying philosophical foundations.

Keywords: Historicity of the Qur’an, Historicism, Islamic Hermeneutics, Modern
Qur’anic Studies, Revelation and History, Occasions of Revelation (Asbab al-Nuzul),
Islamic Epistemology.
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Extended Abstract

The theory of rational abrogation (al-Naskh
al-‘Aqli) of the Quran is a significant and
contentious subject in contemporary Quranic
hermeneutics, advanced by some modern
intellectuals aiming to reconcile religious tenets
with modernity. This approach integrates
principles from philosophical hermeneutics into
Quranic exegesis, emphasizing concepts such as
semantic fluidity, the active role of human
reason in understanding religious texts, and the
flexibility of religious rulings. Proponents argue
that human intellect, capable of discerning the
underlying rationales (al-magasid) and benefits
(al-masalib) or harms (al-mafisid) of divine
injunctions, can abrogate specific Quranic
rulings that are deemed incompatible with
contemporary ethical standards, human rights
norms, or changing spatio-temporal contexts.
This paper critically examines the theoretical

foundations, methodological approaches, and


https://orcid.org/0009-0004-3959-2004
mailto:farzinali@ut.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6370-3393
mailto:maaref@ut.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-1259-2862
mailto:a.saadi@ut.ac.ir
http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
http://doi.org/10.22034/naghdeara.2025.524036.1297
https://www.doi.org/

116 O Critical Studies on the Quranic Exegesis, vol. 11, 6 (1): summer 2025. http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir

epistemological-hermeneutical consequences of this theory through a descriptive-analytical
and critical lens.

The foundational premises of rational abrogation include the autonomy of human
reason in independently perceiving the goodness (al-busn) or badness (al-qubb) of actions,
the dichotomy of Quranic rulings into primary/secondary, fixed/variable, and
essential/accidental categories, and the characterization of the Quranic text as semantically
fluid or even silent (samiz), meaning its meaning is not fixed but determined through the
interpreter's engagement. Key methodological strategies involve reverse abrogation (al-
naskb al-m‘akis), where later Meccan verses —considered to contain universal principles—
are proposed to abrogate earlier Medinan verses —seen as context-specific and temporary
legislation. Furthermore, rulings are classified as foundational (asli or dhati) versus
secondary (far? or ‘ardi), or as ratificatory (imda’t) versus foundational (za’is7), with the
former categories in each pair deemed susceptible to change by rational judgment.

The epistemological and hermeneutical implications of adopting rational abrogation are
profound. It leads to semantic fluidity, where the meaning of the text becomes relative,
contingent upon the interpreter's pre-understandings, cultural context, and philosophical
presuppositions. This perspective challenges the possibility of accessing a single, objective,
and authorially-intended meaning (al-murad al-jiddi) of the text (according to the
terminology of Shiite jurists), ultimately fostering epistemological and religious pluralism.
From the viewpoint of its critics, primarily traditional Shiite jurists (al-usaltyyan) and
commentators (al-mufassiriun), this theory undermines the divine authority, eternal
validity, and miraculous nature (al-194z) of the Qur'an. They argue that the Quran
possesses a determinate meaning, discoverable through established principles of language
(dilalat al-alfaz), legal theory (usil al-figh), and the teachings of the Infallibles (al-
ma siamin). For them, reason (al-ql) functions as a vital tool for discovering (kashf) divine
law, operating in harmony with revelation (al-nagl) through the principle of correlation
(ga‘%dat al-mulazamab), but it lacks the authority for independent legislation or abrogation
(al-Tashri‘ al-Mustaqll).

The study systematically critiques the core pillars of the rational abrogation theory. It
questions the capacity of human reason to fully grasp the particular rationales (al-malakar)
behind specific divine rulings, arguing that such knowledge ultimately rests with God. It
challenges the validity of dichotomous classifications of rulings as lacking rigorous criteria

and potentially leading to arbitrary selectivity, thereby contradicting the Qur’an's claim to
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be a perpetual guidance. The concept of reverse abrogation is criticized for violating the
established condition in Islamic jurisprudence that the abrogating text must be
chronologically later than the abrogated one. Finally, the premise of textual silence (the
silent shari‘a) and semantic fluidity is contested on linguistic, theological, and pragmatic
grounds. It is argued that this leads to interpretive anarchy, severs the connection between
text and authorial intent, and is incompatible with the finality of prophethood (al-
khatamiyyah) and the Qur’an's role as a clear, guiding light.

In conclusion, while seeking to address modern challenges, the theory of rational
abrogation, grounded in semantic fluidity and an expansive role for human reason, faces
significant epistemological and theological challenges from a traditional Shiite perspective.
It potentially leads to relativism and undermines the stability of religious knowledge. The
critique reaffirms the position that the Quranic text possesses objective meanings, and the
role of reason, though crucial, is circumscribed within a framework that upholds the
divine origin and authority of the revelation. The study highlights the fundamental
tension between adapting religious interpretation to contemporary contexts and preserving
the perceived integrity and eternality of the divine text.

Keywords: Rational Abrogation, good and bad, constant and variable, fluidity, reverse
abrogation, hermeneutics, interpretive challenges.
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Extended Abstract

Focusing on the verse “innaht la-‘ilmun li-
al-Sa‘a” (Indeed, he is a knowledge of the
eschaton; Qur’an 43:61), this study undertakes
a critical examination of its interpretations by
Quranic exegetes, with the specific aim of
challenging the dominant one. The verse has
been a subject of extensive scholarly dispute,
primarily regarding the referent of the pronoun
“he/it” (bu in the word innahi) and the
meaning of the term knowledge (‘ilm).

The most prevalent view among both Sunni
and Shi‘a commentators identifies the referent
as the descent of Jesus before the Day of
Resurrection,  considering it a  major
eschatological sign. This study posits that this
popular  interpretation  faces  significant
challenges according to Islamic Theology and
may not represent the most accurate
understanding of the verse.

The analysis begins by exploring preliminary
matters, including variant readings of the word
9Im—such as alam (meaning a sign)—and the
semantic fields of the key terms m

(knowledge) and al-saa (the Hour, meaning
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Eschaton). The study then systematically reviews the dominant opinion, tracing its roots
and widespread acceptance across major classical and modern Sunni and Shi‘a exegeses. It
demonstrates how this view became entrenched through the influence of specific
eschatological narratives (ahadith al-Malahim wa al-Fitan) prevalent in Islamic tradition,
which describe Jesus's descent to combat the Antichrist (al-Masib al-Dajjal) and establish
justice.

Subsequently, this study evaluates alternative interpretations. These include views that
the pronoun refers to the Qur’an itself, arguing it provides knowledge of the Eschaton; to
the Prophet Muhammad, based on traditions linking his advent to the Eschaton's
proximity; or to the Shi‘a Imams, specifically Imam ‘Ali or Mahdi, as found in certain
Shi‘a narrative sources. Each of these opinions is critically assessed and found to be
inconsistent with the immediate context (siyag) of the verses in Surah al-Zukhruf, which
centrally and continuously discuss the person and nature of Jesus Christ.

The core of the study presents a detailed critique of the dominant view. It identifies
several methodological and contextual weaknesses according to Islamic theology. Firstly, it
argues that the interpretation has been overly dictated by the narrative discourse
surrounding Jesus's descent, often at the expense of a close textual analysis of the Qur’anic
passage itself. Secondly, it highlights an incompatibility with the verse's context; the
surrounding verses (43:57-66) focus on affirming the true, human nature of Jesus as a
servant of God and refuting claims of his divinity, not on outlining eschatological signs.

Introducing the concept of his future descent appears disruptive to this coherent
thematic flow. Thirdly, the study questions the linguistic necessity of the dominant
reading, pointing out that accepting it often requires imposing two implied words—descent
(nuzul) for Jesus and nearness (qurb) for the Eschaton—which violates the hermeneutical
principle that avoids unnecessary assumptions in the text: ‘adam al-taqdir awla min al-
taqdir. Furthermore, it distinguishes between the Quranic concepts of knowledge for the
Eschaton (‘ilm li'l-sa‘a) found in this verse and the ‘portents of the Hour’ (ashrat al-sa‘a)
mentioned elsewhere (e.g., 47:18), arguing they are not synonymous. Finally, adherence to
the dominant view frequently necessitates abandoning the canonical reading of 7/m for the
less common @lam, a shift seemingly motivated by exegetical preference rather than
textual evidence.

In contrast, the study advocates for an interpretation, supported by exegetes like

Muhammad Husayn al-Tabataba’i, contemporary Shiite commentator and author of al-
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Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, that the pronoun refers directly to the person of Jesus. His
miraculous life story—including his virgin birth, his miracles like reviving the dead, his
ascension, and his general exceptional nature—serves as profound knowledge that
substantiates the possibility and reality of the Hereafter. This reading coherently links to
the verse's subsequent command, fala tamtarunna biba (meaning “so do not doubt it”) as
the extraordinary nature of Jesus's own existence provides a tangible basis for believing in
the ultimate power of God to resurrect, thereby addressing the doubts of the initial
Qur’anic audience and readers throughout time.

This interpretation is found to be more consistent with the immediate context,
linguistically sound without requiring textual emendation, and logically connected to the
verse's exhortative conclusion. The study concludes that while traditions about Jesus's
descent may hold their own validity within Islamic eschatology, they should not be
conflated with the exegesis of this specific verse, whose primary intent is to present the
person of Jesus himself as a compelling evidence for the Escahton.

Keywords: Qur'an 43:61, Descent of Jesus, Eschatology, Quranic Context, Ashrat al-
Sa‘ah, pronouns of the Qurian.
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Extended Abstract

This study wundertakes a critical re-
examination of classical and modern Quranic
commentaries (tafasir) concerning verse 251 of
Surah al-Bagarah, with a specific focus on the
pivotal phrase: “Were it not for Allah’s
repelling of the people, some by means of
others, the earth would have been corrupted”
(wa-lawla dafu allabi al-nasa ba‘dabum bi-ba‘din

la-fasadat ~ al-ard). The primary research

Original Research . . L . . .
question guiding this inquiry is to determine
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three major interpretive trends among the commentators: 1) viewing it as an innate,
natural law governing creation; 2) equating it with the concept of the “struggle for
existence”; and 3) understanding it primarily as the divine injunction of jihad and armed
combat. The study argues that the immediate narrative context of the verse, which
recounts the military conflict between the Israelites under 7alus (Saul) and the army of
Jaliat (Goliath), lends strongest support to the third interpretation, wherein God’s
repelling is actualized through the divinely sanctioned military struggle of the believers.

Second, this study analyzes the agents involved in this dynamic, encapsulated in the
phrase “some by means of others” (ba'dabum bi-ba‘d). It catalogues the wide spectrum of
opinions on the identity of these groups, which range from the repelling of wrongdoers by
other wrongdoers to the repelling of people of falsehood (abl al-batil) by the people of
truth (abl al-bagq). After a critical review, the study concludes that the context
unequivocally points to a confrontation between two morally and theologically opposed
factions: a group upholding truth and monotheism, and a group embodying falsehood and
oppression. Consequently, interpretations that align with this binary, such as the repelling
of disbelievers and polytheists by Muslims and believers, are validated, while
interpretations suggesting a repelling among wrongdoers themselves are deemed
inconsistent with the verse's plain meaning.

Third, the paper examines the meaning of the consequent clause, “the earth would have
been corrupted” (la-fasadat al-ard). It discusses the various interpretations of this
corruption, including the ruin of the earth's physical benefits, the corruption of its
inhabitants, and the societal collapse of human communities. By cross-referencing the
verse with its close parallel in Surah al-Hajj (22:40), which states that without this divine
repelling, “monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques in which Allah's name is
much mentioned would have been demolished”, the research contends that the corruption
primarily denotes tangible, worldly ruin. This includes the destruction of places of
worship, the killing of innocent people, and the general breakdown of social order that
would ensue from the unchallenged dominance of oppressive forces.

In conclusion, the synthesis of the critical analysis of classical commentaries, reinforced
by the comparative study of Q 2:251 and Q 22:40, affirms that the explicit meaning of the
verse is the establishment of a divinely ordained law of social and military confrontation
between truth and falsehood. This confrontation, manifested in the divinely sanctioned

struggle of the believers against oppression, serves as the divinely instituted mechanism
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(daf) through which God prevents the total corruption (fasad) of the earth, thereby

preserving the possibility of a just and pious social order.

Keywords: The Divine Laws, Mutual Repulsion, Truth and Falsehood, Corruption on
Earth, Social Interpretation of the Qur'an, Jihad, Q 22:40.
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Extended Abstract

Interpreters of the Qur’an have traditionally
recognized siyaq (context) as a fundamental
hermeneutical tool, generally defined as the
ensemble of intra-textual indicators
surrounding a verse that are essential for its
correct exegesis. While its importance is widely
acknowledged, a segment of classical and
modern exegetes has expressed reservations,
cautioning against a rigid, exclusive application
of siyaq to all verses, which they argue can lead
to artificial  interpretations or  impose
unwarranted constraints on meaning,.
This study provides a critical examination of
the distinctive context-oriented methodology
employed by the contemporary ShiT scholar,
Sayyid ‘Abd al-A‘la Musawi Sabzawari, in his
voluminous exegesis, Mawahib al-Rabman. It
argues that Sabzawari not only champions siyag
as a central interpretive principle but also
radically expands its conventional scope,

transforming it from a primarily linguistic aid
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into the foundational pillar of his entire exegetical system.

This study delineates a dual approach in Sabzawari's work. On one hand, he aligns with
mainstream exegetical tradition by treating siyaq as a dynamic and constructive mechanism
for discerning divine intent. He leverages it to reveal the conceptual and objective
coherence (mundasabab) between words, verses, and the overarching objectives of revelation.
On the other hand, and this constitutes his primary innovation, Sabzawari departs from
the majority by advocating for a significantly broader conception of siyaq. For him, it is
not confined to the immediate verbal environment but encompasses all textual and extra-
textual indicators that can illuminate a verse's meaning. This inclusive definition
integrates cultural, social, political, and historical evidence pertaining to the circumstances
of revelation (asbab al-nuzal) as integral components of siydq. This methodological
expansion is consciously deployed to overcome the limitations and potential artificiality he
identifies in narrower, purely linguistic applications of context.

Operating within the framework of Islamic, and more specifically, Shi7 theological and
hermeneutical principles, Sabzawari's application of siyag is both meticulous and
systematic. The study meticulously catalogues the diverse functions of siyag in Mawahib
al-Rabman, which can be categorized across two primary levels of operation. At the
micro-analytical level (sentence and phrase), siyaq is employed to: determine the precise
semantic value of words; differentiate between near-synonyms, expand or restrict lexical
meanings based on the surrounding discourse, identify the correct referents of pronouns,
elucidate subtle rhetorical devices such as emphasis (ta’kid) and specificity (basr), and
ultimately, ascertain the primary intended meaning of a verse. This granular application
serves to prevent misinterpretation and provides Sabzawari with a robust, text-based
criterion for critically evaluating and often refuting the opinions of other exegetes.

At the macro-analytical level (text and sira), siyaq evolves into a powerful tool for
establishing the Qur'an's structural and thematic coherence. Sabzawari utilizes it to:
reconstruct profound semantic links between seemingly disconnected verses, resolve
apparent contradictions between difterent Quranic passages, explain complex pronominal
references across verses, analyze the rhetorical architecture of larger passages, and
demonstrate the intricate thematic unity within and across stras. This higher-order
application allows him to present a holistic, problem-oriented, and systematic interpretive
model that treats the Qur'an as an integrated whole.

In conclusion, the findings of this study demonstrate that Mawahib al-Rabman ofters a
paradigm for the systematic and hierarchical application of siyaq. Sabzawarr’s methodology

successfully integrates lexical analysis, semantic coherence, rhetorical examination, and
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intertextual reading into a unified exegetical framework. His work, therefore, represents a

significant advancement in Quranic hermeneutics, effectively elevating siyag from its

conventional status as a supplementary literary clue to that of a central, indispensable, and

sophisticated methodological principle. As such, Mawahib al-Rabman stands as a

pioneering work in intra-textual and intertextual analysis, providing a valuable and

stimulating model for future research in Quranic interpretive methodology and critical
exegetical studies.

Keywords: Functions of Quranic Context (Siyaq), Intertextual Analysis of the Qur’an,
Resolving Apparent Contradictions in Verses, Hermeneutics of Quranic Exegesis, The
Qur’an's Internal Coherence.
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Extended Abstract

The role of reason in interpreting the
Qur’an constitutes a fundamental and perennial
subject within Islamic hermeneutics. In light of
contemporary  interpretive  challenges, a
systematic re-examination of this role is
necessary. This study identifies a central
problem in modern Qur’anic hermeneutics: the
need for a methodological model that leverages
the capacities of reason while simultaneously
avoiding arbitrary interpretation (al-tafsir bi al-
ray) and  subjective idealism, thereby
integrating reason (aql) effectively with
transmitted  sources (nagl) and spiritual
intuition (kashy).

To address this theoretical gap, the present
study undertakes a comparative analysis of the
hermeneutic  systems of two prominent

contemporary Shi7 exegetes: ‘Abd-Allah Javadi
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Amoli, whose commentary Tasnim exemplifies a philosophical-theological approach, and
Nusrat Amin, whose work Makhzan al-Trfan represents a gnostic (%rfani) tradition. The
core hypothesis is that each scholar, operating within the framework of ShiT theological
principles, highlights distinct facets of intellectual function—Javadi Amoli champions a
demonstrative reason (al-‘aql al-burbani) framed by authoritative transmission, while
Amin advocates for an ontological, intuitive intellect (al-‘aql al-nari) as a guide to the
Qur’an's esoteric dimensions.

Employing a qualitative content analysis within a comparative-analytical framework, this
study constructs a three-tiered hermeneutic model—demonstrative (burbani), transmitted
(naqli), and mystical (%rfani). This model is conceptually inspired by the gradations of
knowledge in Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyab). Its proposed structure
ensures a disciplined interaction: the demonstrative tier establishes a rigorous logical and
linguistic framework based on Arabic philology and philosophical principles; the
transmitted tier validates these findings against authoritative narratives (riwayat) from the
Prophet and the Shi‘a Imams, serving as an ultimate criterion for authenticity; and the
mystical tier, governed by the controls of the former two, facilitates a regulated
engagement with the esoteric depths (butin) of the Qur’an, thereby preventing a descent
into mere personal taste.

The model's practical utility is tested through a detailed exegesis of pivotal verses from
Sarat Al Tmran (Q 3:7 and Q 3:190-191). In analyzing verse 3:7, concerning the definitive
(mubkam) and the ambiguous (mutashabib), Javadi Amoli's method rigorously employs
philosophical reasoning and linguistic analysis to posit the Qurian's inherent coherence,
strictly limiting the comprehension of ultimate esoteric meaning (ta’wil) to the Infallibles.
Within his system, transmitted sources function as a definitive control mechanism for
reason. Conversely, Amin, while maintaining fidelity to the transmitted framework,
conceptualizes reason as a divine light which, when purified through spiritual practice
(sulitk), becomes a vehicle for accessing the Qur’an's inner meanings, thereby granting a
broader, though still disciplined, scope for intuitive understanding to the non-infallible
seeker.

A parallel divergence is evident in their interpretations of verses 3:190-191. Javadi
Amoli utilizes sophisticated philosophical arguments, including the impossibility of
infinite regress (zasalsul) and the theory of substantial motion (al-parakat al-jawhariyyah),

to rationally prove God's unity (tawhid) from the phenomena of creation. His exegesis
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remains firmly anchored within a demonstrative and transmitted (nagqli or riwayi)
structure. Amin, while also adducing rational arguments from the unity of creation, places
greater emphasis on the believer's spiritual journey. She delineates ascending stages of
remembrance (dhikr)—linguistic, cardiac, and spiritual—and stages of existential
unification (fana’ fi al-tawpid), positing a synergistic relationship where reason,
transmission, and intuition collectively guide the believer toward a direct, intuitive
knowledge (ma‘rifab) of the Divine.

The comparative analysis conclusively demonstrates that Javadi Amoli's hermeneutic
system 1is grounded in the demonstrative level, where transmitted sources act as the final
arbiter and the mystical level is cautiously circumscribed. This approach constructs a
robust defense against subjective interpretation but may consequently limit the operational
role of intuition for the non-infallible. In contrast, Nusrat Amin's system originates from
the mystical-intuitive level, where demonstrative reason and transmitted sources primarily
serve as foundational supports and validators. This offers a more expansive horizon for
spiritual comprehension but inherently carries a greater risk of lapsing into subjective
idealism if the stringent disciplinary controls of the proposed model are not meticulously
applied. The study concludes that the proposed three-tiered model offers a viable,
balanced framework for contemporary Qur'anic hermeneutics, capable of integrating the
strengths of both approaches while mitigating their respective limitations.

Keywords: Banu-ye Esfahani, Interpretation Methodology, Rationality, Quranic
Hermeneutics (Ta’wil), Shi‘a Exegesis, Religious Hermeneutics, Comparative Exegesis.
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Extended Abstract

Abu’l-Qasim Al-Qushayri (d. 465 AH), in
his commentary Lata’if al-Isharat, adopted an
innovative approach to the Basmala of each
surah, providing unique explanations for each.
While these explanations often share a common
underlying  theme, they exhibit significant
differences at the lexical level. This methodology is
distinct from other commentaries and given its
early date, is considered pioneering. This study,
employing a descriptive-analytical method,
focuses on Al-Qushayri's explanations under
the Basmala to discern his objectives in
selecting these specific topics for inclusion in
his interpretation of this verse.

To this end, two hypotheses can be
evaluated: first, that Al-Qushayri's explanations
are related to the openings and closings
(Fawatih and Khawatim) of the same surah;
and second, that these interpretations are
connected to the central theme of the surah.
An examination of Al-Qushayri's interpretation
of 113 instances of the Basmala in the present
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study reveals that in both hypotheses, the most frequent type of relationship between the
exegete's explanations and the surah is one of correspondence, though in numerous cases,
it is one of divergence. In other words, in many instances, Al-Qushayri's explanations are
of the nature of subjective insights that bear no relation to the surah's central theme.

Our study demonstrates that Al-Qushayri's discussions under the Basmala can be
categorized into three main themes: Firstly, he considers the interpretation of the Basmala
in each surah as an opportunity to elucidate the Divine Names and Attributes and to
engage in their esoteric interpretation (ta'wil) and mystical unveiling. All his
explanations—such as those clarifying names like Allah, al-Rahman, and al-Rahim, his
esoteric interpretations of the Divine Names, or his commentary on the letters
constituting the verse of T'asmiyah—fall under this overarching category.

Secondly, he regards the interpretation of the Basmala as a chance to expand the
spiritual experiences of his readers. He strives to create these experiences through
expressions of praise and eulogy for the Divine, intimate prayers, allusions to the majesty
of hearing the name Allah, or by describing the spiritual graces (karamat) associated with
reciting the Tasmiyah verse. The reason for this is that he elevates the Basmala to the
most important invocation and litany that can enable a mystic or Sufi to attain the higher
stages of the spiritual path (suluk).

Thirdly, he occasionally presents scattered admonitions (mawa‘iz), such as reminders of
the possibility of attaining happiness through obedience, or allusions to the characteristics
of the believers and the mystics. Qushayr’s interpretations reveal that his intellectual
framework is dominated by tabshir (encouragement) and raja’ (hope), in contrast with a
fear-centered approach. In other words, he emphasizes God’s vast mercy and directs his
audience’s attention to Divine compassion and forgiveness, even toward sinners and
wrongdoers. Nevertheless, the present study, considering Al-Qushayri's methodology,
defends the hypothesis that he regarded each Basmala as specific to its respective surah. In
Al-Qushayri’s approach, both his adherence to the Shafii madhhab and his Sufi
inclination were influential.

Keywords: Basmala, Verse of Tasmiya, Exegesis, Esoteric Interpretation, Lata’if al-
Isharat, Abw’l-Qasim al-Qushayr.
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Extended Abstract

Contemporary Islamic thought has witnessed
the emergence of significant  feminist
hermeneutical projects aimed at reinterpreting
the Qur’an. Prominent among these are the
works of Amina Wadud and Fatima Mernisst,
who have sought to deconstruct patriarchal
readings of scriptures concerning women. This
study undertakes a critical examination of their
interpretations of verses related to women,
specifically evaluating their methodological
premises and conclusions through the lens of
classical and modern Shiite exegesis (al-tafsir
al-Shi7). The study is situated within the
broader discourse on gender and scripture,
addressing a critical gap by systematically
contrasting these influential feminist readings
with an established, theology-rich interpretive
tradition that has often been overlooked in
their analyses.

The primary objective is to identify points of
convergence and, more significantly, divergence
between the approaches of Wadud and Mernissi

and those of authoritative Shiite commentators
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such as Tabataba’i, Tabarsi, and Bana Nosrat Amin Esfahani. The central research
question probes the extent to which these feminist hermeneutics can be reconciled with
the foundational principles of Shiite tafsir, which are deeply rooted in the teachings of the
Imams, reason (‘aql), and established transmitted sources (naql). The necessity of this
research lies in its potential to foster a more nuanced inter-traditional dialogue and to
critically assess the claims of universal applicability often made by modern hermeneutical
approaches.

The study employs a comparative-analytical methodology. It first delineates the core
hermeneutical strategies of each thinker: Wadud’s thematic and holistic approach, which
seeks to extract overarching Quranic values like justice and equality, and Mernissi’s
historical-critical method, which subjects the patriarchal hadith tradition to rigorous
sociological and psychological scrutiny of its transmitters. These frameworks are then
juxtaposed with the methodological principles of Shiite tafsir, which prioritize the Quran's
self-interpretation, the elucidations of the Prophet and the Imams, and intellectual
reasoning.

The analysis reveals a complex landscape of limited agreement amidst fundamental
disagreement. A key finding is a shared conclusion on a specific issue: both Wadud and
Mernissi, alongside Shiite commentators, reject the literalist interpretation of woman's
creation from Adam's rib, classifying such narratives as Isr@’iliyyat (narratives of Judeo-
Christian origin) that are incompatible with the Quranic depiction of a shared primordial
origin for humanity from a single soul (nafs wahidah). This agreement on the ontological
equality of men and women in their creation and spiritual potential represents a significant
common ground.

However, the research identifies profound divergences that stem from their core
methodological and theological commitments. From the perspective of Shiite exegesis—
which this study adopts as its analytical framework—the most critical point of contention
concerns the origin of gender roles. Wadud, in particular, argues that gender-specific roles
are primarily sociocultural constructs, with the Qur’an addressing only biological functions
like childbearing without endorsing them as inherent, fixed traits. Shiite theology, in
contrast, posits that certain complementary roles and inherent dispositions (e.g.,
heightened emotional intelligence in women, greater physical endurance in men) are
teleological and inherent to the divine wisdom (hikma) embedded in creation. Therefore,

from this viewpoint, Wadud's dismissal of these roles as purely cultural is seen as a
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rejection of a divinely ordained balance (faqwim) and leads to a flawed understanding of

gender relations.

Furthermore, the study critiques the selective use of sources. It argues that both
feminists, particularly Mernissi, focus almost exclusively on Sunni hadith compilations and
early Islamic history narrated through a Sunni lens, largely ignoring the vast corpus of
Shiite hadith and interpretive works. This results in an incomplete historical and textual
analysis. For instance, Mernissi’s historical critique of misogynist hadith, while powerful,
is applied selectively to figures like Aba Hurayra and Abu Bakra, without engaging with
the Shiite tradition’s own rigorous system of hadith criticism (al-jarh wa al-ta‘dil) or its
positive narratives about female authority and intellect, exemplified by the towering status
of Fatimah al-Zahr2’.

The conclusions of this study, framed within its Shiite theological perspective, are
twofold. First, it affirms that the hermeneutical projects of Wadud and Mernissi, while
groundbreaking in challenging patriarchal interpretations, are significantly influenced by
the specific socio-legal conditions of Arab Muslim societies and a methodology that
selectively engages with Islamic sources. Second, and consequently, it finds that their
interpretations, by often disregarding the theological and metaphysical foundations of
gender roles in Shiite Islam, ultimately prove inadequate for constructing a sustainable
framework for women's rights within an Islamic paradigm. Despite their aim of
empowerment, their approaches are judged within this study's framework as potentially
undermining the ontological and legal status of women as conceived within a Shiite
worldview, failing to provide a practical, theologically coherent solution for the believing
Muslim woman.

Keywords: Feminist Hermeneutics, Women in the Qur’an, Hadith Criticism, Modren
Shiite Theology, Gender Equality , Isra'iliyyat.
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Extended Abstract

This study presents a narrative analysis of the
story of Maryam (Mary) in the Quran,
employing the theoretical framework of Jaap
Lintvelt's narratology and engaging with the
exegetical insights of Sayyid Muhammad
Husayn Tabataba’1 from his seminal work, Al-
Mizan. The primary objective is to elucidate
the narrative structure of Maryam's story,
delineate the types of narrative modes utilized,
and demonstrate how such a narratological
analysis can reinforce and complement
traditional  interpretive  hypotheses,  as
exemplified in Tabataba’’'s commentary. The
rescarch  adopts a  descriptive-analytical
methodology, treating the Quran as a cohesive
macro-narrative despite the story's dispersion
across different chapters, primarily Surah Al
‘Imran and Surah Maryam.

The analysis reveals that the dominant
narrative mode in the Quranic account of

Maryam is heterodiegetic, featuring an
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omniscient narrator who exists outside the story's world of characters and events. This
narrator, positioned in a transcendent realm, possesses comprehensive knowledge of both
external actions and internal states of the characters. However, the narrative is not
monolithic; it exhibits a dynamic and integrated approach. The narrator fluidly shifts the
focalization between what Lintvelt terms the "auctorial narrative type," where the reader's
focus is guided by the narrator's overarching perspective, and the "actorial narrative type,"
where the center of orientation temporarily rests upon a specific character, primarily
Maryam herself. This is particularly evident in dialogue-heavy scenes, such as the
annunciation to Maryam and the infant Jesus speaking from the cradle, allowing readers to
experience events through the characters' perspectives while maintaining the narrator's
ultimate authority.

A central feature of the narrative is the dialectical relationship between the omniscient
narrator and the story's actants. The narrator actively guides the reception of the narrative,
managing the reader's focus and conveying intended meanings, while characters like
Maryam are portrayed as dynamic and influential agents whose actions and choices are
crucial to the plot's progression. This interaction underscores a synthesis between human
agency and divine guidance. The narrative pattern follows a complete structural model,
moving from an initial equilibrium to its disruption by a destructive force, followed by a
phase of conflict and struggle, and ultimately resolved by an organizing, divine force that
restores a new, elevated equilibrium. Key climaxes include Maryam's virginal conception
and the miraculous speech of Jesus in his cradle, which serve to resolve critical conflicts
and affirm divine power.

Despite the story's distribution across multiple surahs, the study argues for its inherent
narrative coherence. When the scattered segments are assembled, they form a linear,
causally connected macro-structure. The singular, omniscient narrator is the key agent in
creating this cohesion, orchestrating the various episodes into a unified whole with a clear
beginning, middle, and end, all serving the Quran's overarching theological and didactic
objectives.

The analysis of specific narrative elements—such as time, dialogue, point of view,
characterization, and dramatic conflict—further enriches the understanding of the story.
The strategic use of time, including analepsis (flashback) and variations in narrative pace,
along with shifting points of view during key dialogues and internal monologues, deepens

the dramatic impact and character portrayal. Maryam is characterized through her actions,
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reactions, and struggles—both internal and external—as a model of faith, purity, and
steadfastness.

Crucially, the findings of this narratological investigation are placed in dialogue with the
exegetical positions of Tabataba’i in Al-Mizan. The study demonstrates a significant
convergence between the two approaches. For instance, the narratological identification of
the guiding, external omniscient narrator aligns with Tabataba’i's emphasis on God's
preemptive knowledge and overseeing role in the narrative. The analysis of the plot's
pattern, identifying disruptive forces and divine resolutions, corroborates his
interpretations concerning God's management of crises and support for righteous
believers. Furthermore, the narrative's portrayal of Maryam's character, emphasizing her
piety and God-given status (istifa’), reinforces Tabataba1's theological argument for her
‘ismah (infallibility/protection from sin).

It is important to note that the author's analysis proceeds from within the framework of
Islamic theology, accepting its foundational tenets regarding the nature of the Quranic
text and divine intervention. The study concludes that Lintvelt's narratological theory
provides a robust and effective analytical tool for examining the sophisticated narrative
structures of the Quran. When applied to the story of Maryam, it not only reveals its
artistic coherence but also acts as a complementary methodology to traditional exegesis,
validating and deepening interpretive insights found in works like Al-Mizan. This
interdisciplinary interaction enriches the contemporary understanding of the Quranic
narrative, making its ethical and spiritual messages more accessible while highlighting the
text's enduring literary power.

Keywords: Quranic Narratology, Narrative Structure Analysis, Omniscient Narrator,
Narrative Typology, Narrative Explication, Structuralist Exegesis, Narrative-Exegesis
Interaction.
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1. Fromalism.
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3. Mytheme.

4. Motif.

5. Aspect /Mood/ Voice.
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1. Type narrative auctorielle.
2. Type narrative actoriel.

3. perspectivism.
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