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Journal of Critical Studies on the Quranic Exegesis, vol. 9, 5 (1): summer 2024.
The Meaning of ‘Ma Kana Lahum al-Khiyara’
in Sara al-Qasas (Q 28: 68)

Sayyed Ja‘far Sadeqt
Assistant Professor, Department of Theological Education,
Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran
(Email: dr.sadeghi@cfu.ac.ir).

Abstract

In interpreting the phrase "Ma Kana Lahum al-Khiyara" in verse 58 of Sara Al-Qasas,
various opinions have been presented. These opinions range from theological discussions
on human actions to the selection of a prophet or imam, and other matters. However,
these diverse opinions are not supported by the context, and the verses cited as evidence
do not substantiate these views either in content or indicative witness. This research,
using a descriptive-analytical method and library data collection, aims to systematically
examine the meaning of this verse and provide a correct interpretation. Firstly, the verse
does not support any of the views, especially given the context. Secondly, the incorrect
determination of the pronoun reference in the phrase has led to ambiguity and various
interpretative opinions. By carefully considering the context and identifying the correct
reference for the pronoun "hum" in the phrase, and utilizing other evidences from the
Quran, it was found that this verse indicates the oneness of lordship and negates
polytheistic lordship, which is a significant challenge in polytheistic theology. Therefore,
the verse pertains to the negation of the will of partners.

Keywords: Q 28: 68, Monotheism, Al-Tawhid al-Rububi, Al-Shirk, Determinism, Free
will.
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Abstract

Linguistic studies, as an emerging field in Qur.anic discussions, significantly aid in the correct
understanding of the words and phrases of the verses. Therefore, the necessity of addressing topics
in this regard is evident to everyone. This paper, using a descriptive-analytical method and focusing
on an etymological approach and the structuralist semantics of syntagmatic and paradigmatic
relations, examines the phrase "Kalima Tayyiba" in verse 24 of Surah Ibrahim. The main objectlve
of this research is to answer the question: What interpretation does the phrase "Kalima Tayyiba"

find based on the mentioned approach? According to the research findings, two components of
influence and expression of inner thoughts are the main elements of the meaning of "Kalima." In
the meanmg of the word "Tayylb there is a kind of goodness and pleasantness. In other words, in
the semantic system of the Qur.an, any speech or action carrying a message that has a kind of
influence is considered a word. If the influence is desirable and positive, it is regarded as "Kalima
Tayyiba," and if it leaves a negative impact, it is considered "Kalima Khabitha." Also, by examining
the context of the verse and comparing it with the results obtained from the semantic method,

"Kalima Tayyiba" can be considered as encompassing everything that is true, which is embodied in
the word of monotheism. Consequently, revisiting the interpretation of "Kalima Tayylba with a
structuralist and historical semantic method strengthens the views of the commentators of Tafsir
al-Mizan and Tafsir al-Tasnim more effectively.

Keywords: Interpretation, Structuralist Semantics, Etymology, Kalima Tayyiba, Sara Ibrahim.
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Abstract

The root SRF is used in the Holy Quran 23 times in different forms. Out of this number, the form
of active noun (al-musref, al-musrifin/ al-musrifin) plus an additional case (man asrafa) is found in
16 uses, and only 7 other uses of this root have other forms. Despite the significant difference in
applications, the understanding of Israf in the interpretive tradition and in Islamic culture,
especially in the contemporary period, is based on 7 applications in Islamic economic theories. This
research aims to answer this question with the approach of constructivist semantics, what are the
differences between the two categories of uses of the word "Iserf" from each other? The most
important result in differentiating the usages is that the construction of the active noun "Al-
Musrafin" in the Holy Qur'an has been upgraded from the level of meaning and turned into a term
meaning a group against the prophets whose actions are against divine commands, but the other
morphological constructions of this article remain at the level of meaning. They have remained and
are considered equivalent to a kind of obscene and abnormal behavior, a meaning that today is
mostly mentioned in the understanding of Israf in the Qur'an as a kind of behavioral and moral
abnormality.
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Abstract

In Shia and Sunni interpretations, there are two different narratives about the incident that
happened to Prophet Yunus (Jonah). The meaning and reason of Jonah's anger, the meaning of his
suspicion, the true concept of God's power and what Jonah's mistake is are important topics that
have led to the presentation of various opinions of commentators. Depending on which report the
commentator has preferred, the answer he gives to the aforementioned topics is different. The
main elements and to a large extent the sequence of events narrated in the Qur’an and the Bible
are similar to the story of Yunus. Contrary to the famous narration of the story of Yunus in
Tafseer, the order of narration in the Qur’@n is similar to what is mentioned in the book of
Prophet Yunus in the Old Testament. It seems that due to the summary of the Qur’an in the
narration of the story of Yunus and also the lack of authentic hadiths, the commentators were
influenced by the report of the Bible in presenting their interpretations. The swallowing of Jonah
in the Old Testament is consistent with the second report and the reason for Jonah's anger is
consistent with the first report in the commentaries, while the Qur'an is silent on these two
cases. The present research has done a comparative analysis of Shia and Sunni interpretations with
the biblical account of the story of Prophet Yunus.

Keywords: The Old Testament, The New Testament, Qur’an, Yunus, Jonah.
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Abstract

In the eras of Quranic exegesis, alongside the formation of various concepts based on Qur’anic
verses, the concept of the Qur’an encompassing all matters and sciences also emerged, considering
the implication of verse 89 of Surah An-Nahl. In this study, the mentioned concept was examined
using the method of concept history to determine its evolution among the exegetes of both sects
and what interpretations of the verse have been presented over the centuries. As part of the
findings of this research, until the mid-fifth century AH, the Qur’an being an explanation for
everything was understood within the scope of Sharia and rulings such as commands and
prohibitions, promises and warnings, limits, halal and haram, etc. , to the extent that a kind of
restriction formed in the expressions of the exegetes. From the mid-fifth century, the capacity for
enlightenment of tradition, reason, consensus, analogy, and ijtihad was discussed, and based on the
explanatory role of each, religious and sectarian concepts gradually gained strength, so that each of
the Shiite and Sunni exegetes incorporated their own doctrinal and jurisprudential presuppositions
and foundations into the interpretation of the verse. From the second half of the eighth century,
with reference to two famous narrations of Ibn Mas'ud: “All knowledge has been revealed in the
Qur’an and everything has been explained to us in it, but our knowledge falls short of what has
been explained to us in the Qur’an” and “Whoever seeks knowledge should stir the Qur’an, for it
contains the knowledge of the first and the last,” the comprehensive scientific nature of the Qur’an
was discussed. With the advent of new centuries, the above interpretations of the verse were refined
and clarified due to the dominance of scientific discourses and the prevalence of the general guiding
discourse of the Qur’an and problem-oriented perspectives.

Keywords: Qur’an, Explanation for Everything, Sara Al-Nahl, History of Ideas, Exegetical
Tradition.
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Abstract

For over a century, Muslim scholars have recognized the necessity of reinterpreting Islamic texts
and utilizing the achievements of the humanities to understand, interpret, and explain these texts
for contemporary humans. However, the use of various hermeneutical approaches has faced
opposition among Islamic scholars; on the other hand, these adaptations have often lacked well-
founded theoretical bases. Quentin Skinner, a prominent figure of the Cambridge School, has
proposed a new method of text interpretation that has garnered significant attention in academic
circles. This research introduces Skinner's approach and demonstrates its advantages for application
in Islamic studies. The article analytically and comparatively examines Skinner's theories at the
levels of epistemology and methodology, showing their suitability for application in the Islamic
tradition. Ultimately, it was found that Skinner, by avoiding theorizing in metaphysical and
theological debates and due to specific features in the fields of epistemology and methodology, such
as intentionalism and avoidance of epistemic relativism, not only does not significantly conflict with
our intellectual and cultural Islamic heritage, but his perspective is also suitable for application in
Islamic studies. Due to his simultaneous attention to text and context, it can bring many
interpretive, argumentative, and epistemological additions. Skinner's method, in addition to being
applicable to the works of Muslim thinkers, is specifically applicable to sacred texts such as the
Quran and Hadith, as they were also presented in specific conditions and contexts and, like other
texts, have engaged in ideological norm-setting.
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1. Goto-Jones, Re-politicising the Kyoto School as Philosophy.
2. Raymond Geuss.
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1. Mark Bevir.

2. Weak Intentionalism.

3. Bevir, The Logic of the History of Ideas.

4. Bevir, “The Errors of Linguistic Contextualism”.
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1. Bevir, “The Role of Contexts in Understanding and Explanation”.

2. Bevir, “Contextualism: From Modernist Method to Post-Analytic Historicism™.
3. Empiricism.

4. Rationalism.

5. Steup, “Epistemology”.
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1. Ontology.
2. Hofweber, “Logic and Ontology”.
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1. Textual Meaning.
2. Authorial Intent.
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1. Contextual Interaction.
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1. Conceptual Relativism.
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1. Strawson.
2. Grice.
3. Searle.
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1. Searle, The Philosophy of Language.
2. Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations.
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1. Neale, “Paul Grice and the Philosophy of Language”.
2. Locutionary.

3. Hlocutionary.

4. Perlocutionary.
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1. Intention.
2. Motive.
3. Intention to do x.

4. Intention in doing x.
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1. Spirkin, “The Dialectics of World Development in the Present Epoch”.
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1. Vanheste, Guardians of the Humanist Legacy....
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1. Explanation& Interpretation.
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Abstract

The term asnam is a Quranic word that, while often simply translated as idol,
presents significant linguistic ambiguities and questions. This term requires
thorough investigation both in terms of its etymology and its cultural context
during the time of revelation. This study aims to address these issues.
Methodologically, this research employs historical linguistics, focusing on
Semitic and Sumerian etymology, and in some aspects, textual analysis of the
Quran. As a result, it can be said that in the history of Semitic languages, the
word sanam traces back to the root slm, which has a meaning similar to its
Quranic usage and is common among many of these languages. Ultimately,
however, all these cognates trace back to an Akkadian word that spread through
Aramaic to Nabataean and then to ancient northern Arabic. The Akkadian term
itself does not have a Semitic origin but is derived from a Sumerian word, which
in its literal and pre-terminological sense means carved, shaped, constructed
(object). While in the Arabic of the Qur'an, al-awthan refers to the common
idols of the polytheists within Arabia, al-asnam evokes more specific idols, often
larger and sometimes made of materials like metal. The construction of such
idols was only possible with the technology and arts of surrounding civilizations,
such as Mesopotamia and the Levant.
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Abstract

Al-Murabata is one of the important social topics in the Qur’an that plays an effective role in
shaping the connections between individuals towards Islamic goals and ideals in a religious society.
This study critically examines this important issue using a comparative and descriptive-analytical
method from the perspective of two contemporary commentators: Tabataba'i in Al-Mizan and Ibn
Ashar in al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir. According to Ibn ‘Ashir, Murabatah means maintaining
military readiness at the borders of the Islamic country, while based on Tabataba’i's social reading,
Murabatah means the connection of all individuals in all aspects of social life. The fundamental
question is, considering the co-occurrence of words and the meanings of the verb form in verse 200
of Surah Al-Imran, what is the precise explanation of the concept of Murabatah? Through
comparative analysis, the mention of the interpretive narration of waiting for prayer after prayer has
been identified as a common point between both commentators. On the other hand, as a point of
divergence, Tabataba'i's social analysis of Islamic Murabatah as the connection of all individuals in
social actions stands against Ibn ‘Ashar's view of maintaining the borders of the Islamic country.
The result is that, considering the generality of "Rabita" in the verse and the meanings of the verb
form, none of the mentioned views go beyond specifying instances, and "Rabita" indicates the
continuous participation of individuals in society along with firm and strong perseverance in the
path of achieving the truth.

Keywords: Al-Murabata, Sara Al-‘Imran, Q 3: 200, Tabatabayi, Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an,
Ibn Ashar, Al-Tabrir wa al- Tanwir.
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Abstract

Translation and interpretation of words are among the important topics in the science of exegesis.
Sometimes, a word deviates from its original and true meaning, and secondary, distant, or even new
meanings replace it. When examining ancient texts, paying attention to the evolution of words is of
great importance because the speech in ancient texts was issued with regard to the original and
prevailing meaning at that time, while later interpreters consider meanings other than the original
one. The word Mana and its two derivatives tamannd and Umniyyatib in verse Q 22: 52 are
examples of this. In authentic lexicons, the original meaning of mana is taken as death and decree,
while interpreters have considered the word tamanna to mean wish (al-umniyya), which has led to
the possibility of Satan's influence in the realm of revelation and the story of the cranes in the
books of exegesis. This research, by contemplating the true meaning of these words in authentic
lexicons and considering the context and the reality of revelation, has understood tamanna to mean
the arrival and predestination of the time of the prophets' death and umniyyatib to mean wish. In
this approach, the antecedent of the pronoun al-h@’ in umniyyatib is Satan.

Keywords: Al-Gharaniq, Q 22: 52, Sura al-Hajj, Mufradat al-Qur’an, Tamanna.
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Abstract

The aspects of the miraculous nature of the Quran are among the contentious issues among
commentators. Some believe in intrinsic miracles such as eloquence, while others believe in
extrinsic miracles such as 'sarfe' (divine intervention preventing imitation). Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d.
606 AH) emphasizes the eloquence of the Quran as a miraculous aspect. However, in his Tafsir al-
Kabir, while emphasizing this intrinsic aspect of the miracle, he implicitly accepts the theory of
'sarfe’. On the other hand, in his book Nihayat al-Ijaz, he rejects Sarfe with three arguments,
displaying a kind of dual confrontation that this article analytically attempts to examine. The first
reason supporting the hypothesis of al-Razi's acceptance of 'sarfe' is the editorial, not authorial,
nature of the book Nihayat al-Iqaz, which is a combination of two books, Dala’il al-Ijaz and Asrar
al-Balagha by al-Jurjani (d. 474 AH), compiled before Tafsir al-Kabir. The arguments against
'sarfah’ bear a great resemblance to al-Jurjani's arguments in Dala’il al-Ijaz. The second reason is
the content analysis of phrases from Tafsir al-Kabir, where al-Razi implicitly accepts Sarfe in at
least two instances and ultimately, explicitly, after attributing it to theologians and acknowledging
its lack of corruption, accepts eloquence and Sarfe as aspects of the Quran's miraculous nature.
Keywords: 192z al-Qur’an, Sarfa, Fakhr al-Din al-Razii, Mafatih al-Ghayb, Nibaya al-Ijaz fi
Diraya al-Ijaz.
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The Authority of Single Narrations in Qur’anic Exegesis:
Sayyid ‘Abd al-A‘la al-Muasawi al-Sabzawari's Perspective
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Abstract

Hadith, after the Qur’an, is the most significant source of religious knowledge, accessible
only through single and recurrent narrations. Recurrent narrations and single narrations
accompanied by definitive evidence are considered valid in all areas of religion without
dispute. However, the validity of single narrations without definitive evidence in
interpretation is contentious. Sheikh Mufid, Sheikh Tusi, and Tabataba'i do not
consider single narrations in the domains of beliefs, interpretation, and history to be
valid. The main question of this research is whether, from Sabzevari's perspective, single
narrations without definitive evidence are authoritative in interpretation. Sabzevari
considers referring to reliable and trustworthy narrations as essential to the faith and
believes that the most important reason for the validity of single narrations is the practice
of rational people. He holds that reliable narrations are valid everywhere, with no
distinction between secondary rulings, interpretation, history, and beliefs. According to
the author, this claim is not well-founded, and single narrations are not valid in
interpretation. However, referring to them as a current scientific method and as a means
of investigating evidence and achieving common knowledge is necessary. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and aims to examine and investigate the validity and
status of single narrations in the interpretation of Mawahib al-Rabman.

Keywords: Authority of Single Hadith, Tafsir al-Qur@n, Sunnah, Mawahib al-Rahman,
<Abd al-a‘la al-Muasavi al-Sabzivari.
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