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Quranic Exegesis

Abstract

This article examines the interpretation of “Uzayr
is the son of God” (Q. 9:30), evaluating two
exegetical positions: the honorific interpretation
(bunuwwat  tashrifi) and the real sonship
interpretation (bunuwwat haqigi). Using a critical-
analytical method grounded in the “flow model”
(al-namudbaj al-jaryanshinakhti) of Surat al-Hamd,
which  identifies three human categories
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Extended Abstract

This study addresses the interpretive problem posed by Q. 9:30, which states that the Jews
said, “Uzayr is the son of God,” and the Christians said, “The Messiah is the son of God.”
The verse groups these two claims together, characterizes them as words uttered by mouths,
describes them as imitating the speech of earlier disbelievers, and pronounces a single curse
upon both groups. The central question is whether the phrase “son of God” as applied to
‘Uzayr should be understood as an honorific title (bunuwwat tashrifi)—a mere expression of
honor and status, akin to calling someone “house of God” or “hand of God”—or whether it
denotes a real claim of divine sonship (bunuwwar baqiqi) involving a deviation in
understanding God’s creative agency.

The honorific interpretation has been most prominently defended by Tabataba’i in Al-
Mizan, who argues that the Jews did not actually believe ‘Uzayr to be a literal son of God.
Rather, the title was bestowed upon him in gratitude for his role in restoring the Torah and
reconstituting Jewish religious life after the Babylonian exile. Tabataba’t appeals to Q. 5:18,
where Jews and Christians say, “We are the sons of God and His beloved,” to demonstrate
that “son” in Jewish usage could function as an honorific designation. He also cites Q. 9:31,
which mentions the Messiah but omits ‘Uzayr, as evidence that ‘Uzayr belonged to the
category of revered scholars and monks rather than being a distinct object of divinization.
This view has been adopted by some later exegetes and researchers, including Makarim-
Nizhad and colleagues, who compare the usage to expressions such as “house of God” and
“hand of God”.

The opposing interpretation holds that the phrase denotes a real claim of divine sonship.
Rashid Rida in 4l-Manar and commentators such as Qurashi and Subhani argue that the
parallel structure of Q. 9:30—placing the Jewish claim about ‘Uzayr alongside the Christian
claim about Jesus—indicates that both are of the same nature. The verb yudahi’an (“they
imitate” or “they simulate”) links both claims to the speech of earlier disbelievers, and the
single curse qatalabum Allah (“May God destroy them”) applies equally to both. This
parallelism, they argue, would be inexplicable if the Jewish claim were merely honorific while
the Christian claim was a genuine theological deviation.

The present study adopts a critical-analytical method and constructs its argument around
what it terms the “flow model” (al-namudhaj al-jaryanshinakbsi) of Surat al-Hamd. This
model takes Q. 1:7 as a paradigmatic framework: “the path of those upon whom You have
bestowed favor, not of those who have incurred wrath, nor of those who have gone astray.”

These three categories—mun‘am ‘alaybim, maghdub ‘alaybim, and dallin—are not merely
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individual moral classifications but represent two opposing theological currents. The study
argues that the Qur'an identifies abl al-kitab (the People of the Book) who deviate with the
maghdub ‘alaybim, and the polytheists (mushrikin) with the dallin. The verse Q. 9:30, by
linking Jewish and Christian claims about divine sonship to the speech of earlier disbelievers,
places both groups within the stream of maghdab ‘alaybim and dallin, in opposition to the
path of mun‘am ‘alaybim.

The article develops this argument through several stages. It first analyzes the theological
paradigm underlying the Qur’anic rejection of divine sonship, identifying kun fayakan (“Be,
and it is”) as the foundational principle of divine creative agency. This principle, expressed in
verses such as Q. 36:82 and Q. 19:35, describes creation as arising from God’s command
without any material substrate, intermediary, or generative process. The study contrasts this
with the paradigm of divine generation (wiladat ilahi), which interprets the emergence of
beings as involving some form of existential derivation from the divine essence. This contrast
is not merely linguistic but represents two incompatible systems of understanding God’s
relationship to the world.

The study then applies this framework to Q. 9:30. It identifies several textual indicators
that support the real sonship interpretation. First, the two claims—about ‘Uzayr and about
the Messiah—are placed in a single syntactic and semantic structure, suggesting they are of
the same type. Second, the term yudahi’in characterizes both claims as imitations of earlier
disbelief, indicating that they share a common discursive form. Third, the single judgment
qgatalabum Allab applies to both groups without distinction, implying that the offense is of
equal gravity. Fourth, the final phrase anna yufakian (“how are they deluded?”) echoes other
Qur’anic passages where ifk (delusion, deviation) is associated with errors concerning God’s
creative agency and uniqueness.

The article also examines the principle of mundasabat al-hukm wa-I-mawda‘ (the suitability
of the judgment to its subject) as a hermeneutic tool. If the Jewish claim about ‘Uzayr were
merely an honorific title, the article argues, it would not warrant being grouped with the
Christian claim about the Messiah and the speech of earlier disbelievers, nor would it merit
the severity of gatalabum Allah. The principle of proportionality between judgment and
subject suggests that the underlying offense must be of comparable theological gravity in both
cases. This points to a shared doctrinal error concerning divine agency rather than a mere
difference in honorific usage.

The study then turns to a critical evaluation of TabatabaTs evidence. It argues that the

appeal to Q. 5:18 is problematic because the surrounding verses (Q. 5:17) emphasize God’s
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absolute sovereignty and creative power over Jesus and his mother, framing the discussion in
terms of divine agency rather than honorific titles. The contextual flow of Q. 5:17-18 does
not support the honorific reading but rather rejects all claims that associate any being with
God in a manner that compromises divine uniqueness. Regarding Q. 9:31, the study contends
that this verse addresses a different issue—the taking of rabbis and monks as lords in a
practical sense of obedience—and cannot serve as independent evidence for the nature of the
theological claim in Q. 9:30. The omission of ‘Uzayr’s name in Q. 9:31 does not establish that
the Jewish claim about him was honorific; it merely reflects a different rhetorical focus.

The article further draws on a Prophetic disputation narrative found in Al-Ibtijaj to
support its reading. In this account, Jews present the claim “Uzayr is the son of God” as a
criterion for evaluating the Prophet’s truthfulness, and the Prophet responds by
demonstrating that if the title were merely honorific, Moses would be more deserving of it.
The study acknowledges that the chain of transmission of this report is not fully
authenticated by classical standards but argues that it can serve as corroborating evidence
given its content and the manner in which it has been transmitted and received.

Finally, the study considers historical and comparative evidence. It notes that beliefs
involving divine generation or emanation have deep roots in ancient Near Eastern and
Hellenistic thought, and that the Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria held a conception of
the divine logos as a son through whom God created the world. The article suggests that such
intellectual currents may have influenced the milieu in which the Qur’anic revelation
addressed Jewish and Christian claims. It also discusses the practice of esoteric concealment in
some Jewish circles, as reflected in Q. 2:76, where some Jews are criticized for disclosing
certain teachings to Muslims.

The author conducts the discussion within the framework of Islamic theology, specifically
drawing on Twelver ShiT exegetical traditions, including the Al-Kafi of Kulayni, the Al-
Tibyan of Tusi, and the Majma“ al-Bayan of Tabarsi. The argument presupposes the
authority of the Qur’anic text and the validity of theological reasoning concerning divine
attributes and agency. While engaging critically with Tabataba’’s position, the study does not
reject the broader ShifT exegetical tradition but rather seeks to refine its application to this
particular verse.

The conclusion of the article is that the honorific interpretation of “Uzayr is the son of
God” is incompatible with the internal logic of the Quran and the flow model of Sarat al-
Hamd. The verse, read in its immediate context and in light of the Qur’an’s broader

treatment of divine sonship, points to a doctrinal deviation concerning divine agency and
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‘Uzayr’s existential relation to God. This deviation stands in opposition to the principle of
kun fayakan and places those who hold it within the stream of maghdub ‘alaybim and dallin, in
contrast to the path of munam ‘alaybim. The study thus affirms the real sonship
interpretation while acknowledging the need for further historical research on the specific

beliefs of Jewish communities in the Arabian Peninsula during the period of revelation.
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