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Abstract

This article critiques the theory that the “Dharr
Verse” (Q. 7:172) refers Quranic “Verses of Alast”
(Q. 7:172-174) refer to the covenant of Joshua
with the Children of Israel, as proposed by Ja‘far
Nekanam in his intertextual reading of the Dharr
verse. It examines Nekanam’s evidence from
context, parallel Quranic passages, and the
Hebrew Bible, and argues that each line of
evidence 1s inconclusive. The immediate context
of Q. 7:172 does not require a Mosaic-era setting,
and the Joshua covenant, which encompasses all
Israelite tribes, conflicts with the verse’s
restrictive language. The article proposes instead
that the Alast verses elaborate the Miqat
narrative of Q. 7:155, in which seventy Israelite
elders meet God, experience a life-threatening
convulsion, and are restored. Seven verbal,
semantic, and functional parallels between the
two accounts—including the taking of life, direct
divine-human dialogue, resistance, impending
destruction, plea for deliverance, attribution of
responsibility, and pedagogical purpose—support
this identification. The study concludes that the
Miqat offers a more coherent and textually
grounded historical referent for the Alast verses
than the covenant of Joshua.

Keywords: The Covenant of Alast, Miqat of the
Children of Israel, World of Dharr, Covenant of
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Extended Abstract

This study provides a critical assessment of the theory that the Quranic
Dharr Verse (Q. 7:172) should be understood as referring to the covenant made
by Joshua with the Children of Israel, as recorded in the Hebrew Bible. The
theory in question was proposed by Ja‘far Nekanam in his article "Tafsir-1
Baynamatni-yi Aya-yi Dharr (Intertextual Interpretation of the Dharr Verse),
where he argues that the phrase “and when your Lord took from the Children
of Adam, from their loins, their descendants” finds its closest historical
referent in the covenant ceremony described in the Book of Joshua, chapter 24.
The present article evaluates the evidence Nekanam marshals for this
identification and proposes an alternative reading grounded in the Quranic
narrative of the Miqat (the appointment of seventy elders from among the
Children of Israel to meet with God), as recounted in Q. 7:155 and related
passages.

The study begins by situating the discussion within the broader history of
interpretation of Q. 7:172. Classical and contemporary exegetes have adopted
three general approaches to the “world of Dharr” (‘alam al-dharr). The first,
supported by numerous traditions, holds that the verse refers to a primordial
covenant between God and all humanity, in which every human soul was
brought forth and made to testify to God’s lordship. The second restricts the
verse’s addressees to a specific group, though it interprets the event as
pertaining to the innate human disposition (fitra) toward recognizing God.
The third, which has gained traction among some contemporary scholars,
restricts the verse to a particular historical community and seeks a concrete
event in the life of the Children of Israel. Nekanam’s article falls into this third
category, arguing that the covenant under Joshua constitutes the historical
referent of the Alast verses.

The article proceeds in three stages. First, it examines the internal logic of

Nekanam’s argument, focusing on his use of three types of evidence: the
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immediate context (siyaq) of the verses, similar Quranic passages, and appeals
to the Hebrew Bible. Nekanam contends that the Alast verses appear within a
block of material in Sarat al-A‘raf (Q. 7:103—171) that deals with the story of
Moses and the Children of Israel, and that this context suggests a Mosaic-era
event. He further argues that certain verbal and thematic parallels with Joshua
24—the assembly of the tribes, the demand for exclusive worship of God, the
calling of witnesses, and the people’s affirmative response—support the
identification.

The present study challenges each of these points. Regarding the context, it
argues that the verses immediately preceding Q. 7:172 (i.e., Q. 7:171, which
recounts the raising of Mount Sinai over the Israelites) and the verses following
(Q. 7:173-174) do not require that Q. 7:172 be read as a continuation of the
Mosaic narrative. The particle “idh” (when) can introduce a new and
independent scene, and the thematic links between Q. 7:172 and the Miqat
narrative of Q. 7:155 are stronger than those between Q. 7:172 and the Joshua
covenant. The Miqat story, in which seventy chosen elders from among the
Israelites are brought to the mountain, experience a terrifying convulsion
(rajfa), and are restored to life after Moses intercedes for them, shares with Q.
7:172 such elements as the taking of life (or its threat), direct dialogue with
God, and the removal of divine wrath. These parallels, the study argues, make
the Miqat a more plausible historical referent than the covenant of Joshua.

Regarding Nekanam’s appeal to Joshua 24, the article raises both
methodological and substantive objections. Methodologically, the article
cautions against excessive reliance on extra-Quranic sources for determining
the meaning of Quranic verses. While comparative study of the Bible can
illuminate certain Quranic themes, the Qur’an’s own textual resources—its
vocabulary, syntax, structural patterns, and internal cross-references—should
be given priority. Substantively, the article notes that the covenant of Joshua

was made with all the tribes of Israel, whereas the Alast verses, on Nektinam’s
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own reading, concern a specific group (the “descendants” taken from the loins
of the Children of Adam). This tension between the universal scope of the
Joshua covenant and the restrictive language of Q. 7:172 undermines the
proposed identification.

The article then turns to its constructive proposal. It argues that the Alast
verses are best understood as a detailed and explicated version of the Miqat
event. The Miqat narrative in Q. 7:155 1s relatively concise, mentioning the
selection of seventy men, the earthquake, and Moses’ plea that God not destroy
them along with the foolish among them. The Alast verses, by contrast,
provide a more elaborate account: God brings forth the descendants, makes
them witness against themselves, asks “Am I not your Lord?”, and receives
their affirmative response. The concluding phrase of Q. 7:174, “Thus do We
explain the signs in detail,” signals that what follows is an elaboration of what
was previously stated in summary form. On this reading, the Alast verses do
not introduce a new and unrelated event but rather expand upon the Miqat,
clarifying its theological significance and its implications for later generations.

The study identifies seven areas of verbal, semantic, and functional overlap
between the Alast verses and the Miqat narrative. These include: the taking of
life (or its threat) as a divine act; the occurrence of direct dialogue between
God and human beings; the presence of resistance or objection on the part of
the addressees; the experience of impending destruction; the plea for
deliverance and restoration; the attribution of responsibility to others; and the
overarching pedagogical and soteriological purpose of the event. Taken
together, these parallels suggest that the Alast verses and the Miqat narrative
are two accounts of the same underlying event, with the former providing a
more detailed and theologically oriented presentation.

The article concludes by reaffirming the Miqat hypothesis as the most
historically and textually grounded reading of the Alast verses. It acknowledges

that Nekunam’s article represents a serious and innovative attempt to move
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beyond traditional exegetical discussions, but argues that its reliance on extra-

Quranic materials and its insufficient attention to the full range of Quranic

evidence prevent it from offering a convincing account of the verses’ historical

referent. The author of the present study writes from within the framework of

Islamic theological commitments, and while the argument is conducted with

attention to scholarly objectivity, the normative assumption that the Quran is

a coherent and self-interpreting text informs the analysis throughout.
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