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Abstract

This article proposes a new chronology for
Sarat  al-Nis?’, dating its  revelation
continuously from Jumada al-Ula of the fourth
year to Rajab of the fifth year of the Hijra, that
is, the period between the Battle of Uhud and
the Battle of the Trench. The study combines
historical-critical analysis of time-bound verses,
occasions of revelation, and early historical
reports with attention to the dating of the suras
that precede and follow Sarat al-Nisa2’. It argues
that the traditional revelation orderings, which
place the stra in later years, conflict with the
internal evidence of the text. On the basis of
the proposed chronology, the article re-reads
three areas of the sara’s content: the laws
concerning family, inheritance, and marriage,
which are situated in the social crisis following
Uhud; the confrontation with the hypocrites,
which is connected to the faction of ‘Abd Allah
b. Ubayy; and the verses urging jihad and
emigration, which are read against the
background of the preparations for the Battle of
the Trench. The study concludes that the new
dating resolves several exegetical difficulties and
supports the thesis of continuous revelation.

Keywords: Sarat al-Nis2’, dating, continuous
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Extended Abstract

This study addresses the dating of Surat al-Nisa’, the fourth chapter of the Quran,
and explores the exegetical implications that follow from establishing a precise
chronology for its revelation. The article proceeds from within the framework of
Islamic theological commitments, specifically those of Imami ShiT scholarship, while
employing historical-critical methods to evaluate the available evidence. The authors
do not challenge the divine origin of the Quran or the historicity of Muhammad’s
prophetic mission; rather, they seek to determine when this particular sara was revealed
and how that dating transforms the interpretation of its contents.

The existing scholarship on the dating of Surat al-Nisa’ presents a wide range of
opinions. Some exegetes place it before the Hijra, citing the opening address “O
mankind” as evidence of a Meccan origin. Others situate it after the Battle of Uhud, in
the fourth year of the Hijra, while still others assign it to periods following the Battle
of the Trench, the Treaty of Hudaybiyya, or even the conquest of Mecca. Traditional
lists of revelation order, transmitted from Ibn ‘Abbas and Imam al-$adiq position Sarat
al-Nis2’ after Sarat al-Mumtahina, which would suggest a date around the 8% year.
The authors argue, however, that these traditional orderings cannot be accepted
without scrutiny, as they conflict with the internal evidence of the sura itself.

The methodology of the study draws on multiple categories of evidence. First, the
authors examine time-bound verses, passages that refer to specific historical events and
thus provide chronological anchors. Second, they analyse the occasions of revelation
(asbab al-nuzal) transmitted in exegetical sources, though they approach these reports
critically, evaluating their chains of transmission and their consistency with established
historical facts.

Third, they consult historical reports from early sources such as al-Wagqidr's al-
Maghazi and Ibn Hisham’s Al-Sira al-Nabawiyya. Fourth, they consider the dating of
the saras that precede and follow Sarat al-Nis2’, namely Surat al-Hashr and Sarat al-
Munifiqun, both of which have more securely established historical contexts. The
authors also build upon the theoretical framework of continuous revelation, a concept
developed in recent Quranic studies in Iran, which holds that a given sara may have
been revealed as a continuous unit rather than in scattered fragments across different

periods.
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The study identifies several time-bound passages within Sarat al-Nisa’. Verses 51-52,
which criticise Jews who aligned themselves with polytheists against the Prophet, are
linked to the Jewish delegation that travelled to Mecca after the Battle of Uhud to
forge an alliance with the Quraysh, an event that historians regard as the initial step
toward the Battle of the Trench. The authors address a problem in the exegetical
tradition: some reports name Kab b. al-Ashraf as a participant in this delegation, yet
historical sources indicate that Ka‘b was killed before the Battle of Uhud. The authors
resolve this discrepancy by suggesting that the reports confuse Kab b. al-Ashraf with
Kab b. Asad, the leader of the Bana Qurayza, and that the verses therefore date to the
pilgrimage season of the fourth year.

Verses 101-102, which permit the shortening of prayer in times of fear and describe
the salat al-kbawf (prayer of fear), are connected to the Expedition of Dhat al-Riqa‘.
Al-Wagqidi places this expedition in Muharram of the fifth year and explicitly states
that these verses were revealed on that occasion. Ibn Ishaq dates it two months after
the expulsion of the Bana Nadir, which would place it in the middle of the 4™ year.
The authors accept al-Waqidi’s dating as more precise, since he was aware of the
disagreements among earlier authorities and provided detailed supporting evidence.

Verse 104, which consoles the believers by reminding them that their enemies also
suffer and that the believers have hope in God, has often been connected to the Battle
of Uhud because of its verbal similarity to a verse in Sarat Al ‘Imran. The authors
argue that this connection is mistaken. The repetition of a nearly identical verse in two
different saras would be redundant if both referred to the same event. They suggest
instead that this verse was revealed in connection with the Expedition of Badr al-
Maw'id, which took place in Dha al-Qa‘da of the 4 year, when Aba Sufyan failed to
appear for the promised rematch and the Muslims nevertheless travelled to the
appointed place, returning with both spiritual and material gains.

A further occasion of revelation, concerning verse 58 and the entrusting of deposits
to their owners, is reported by al-Wahidi and attributed to the conquest of Mecca,
when ‘Uthman b. Talha initially refused to surrender the keys of the Kaba. The
authors reject this report on multiple grounds. The chain of transmission relies on
‘Uthman’s own son, who had an evident interest in preserving his family’s

custodianship of the Kaba. Al-Waqidi, who was meticulous in recording verses
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revealed in connection with historical events, reports the conquest of Mecca in detail
without mentioning any revelation on this occasion. Moreover, the report contradicts
the internal chronology of Sarat al-Nis2’, which the authors demonstrate must precede
the conquest of Mecca by several years.

Turning to verses 88—101, which address the obligation of emigration (hijra) and
criticise those who remained in Mecca, the authors argue that these verses make sense
only in a period before the conquest of Mecca, when emigration was still a meaningful
and urgent command. After the conquest, the distinction between the abode of Islam
and the abode of polytheism collapsed, and the obligation to emigrate became moot.
The most plausible context for these verses is therefore the period of heightened
tension before the Battle of the Trench, when the Muslims of Medina needed every
available man to strengthen their ranks against the approaching confederate army.

On the basis of these and other pieces of evidence, the authors propose that Sarat al-
Nisa’ was revealed continuously over a period of approximately one year and three
months, from Jumada al-Ula of the fourth year to Rajab of the fifth year of the Hijra.
They argue that the time-bound verses appear in the sara in the same order as the
events to which they refer, and that even the intervals between these verses correspond
roughly to the intervals between the historical events. This pattern supports the thesis
of continuous revelation and suggests that the sara was arranged in the order of its
revelation.

The exegetical consequences of this dating are then explored in three areas. First,
the laws concerning family, inheritance, and marriage, including the permission for
polygamy up to four wives, are read against the background of the social crisis that
followed the Battle of Uhud, in which seventy Muslim men were killed and numerous
widows and orphans were left without support. The authors argue that the permission
for polygamy, qualified by the strict condition of justice, was intended in this specific
context to provide for the widows and orphans of the battle. They cite the Prophet’s
own marriages after Uhud to women who had been widowed and who had dependent
children.

Second, the sara’s confrontation with the hypocrites (munafiqian) is understood as a
response to the faction led by ‘Abd Allah b. Ubayy, which became more assertive after
the defeat at Uhud and sought to divide the community between resistance and
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accommodation. The authors argue that the stra exposes this faction’s dual loyalty to
the Jews and its undermining of the war effort, and that the subsequent Surat al-
Munifiqin continues this confrontation with greater severity.

Third, the verses that encourage jihad and emigration are placed in the context of
the preparations for the Battle of the Trench. The authors suggest that the verses
urging the Muslims of Mecca to emigrate were revealed when the need for manpower
and morale was most acute, as the confederates gathered for what threatened to be an
existential confrontation. The report that ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf was sent to Mecca
to recite these verses to the remaining Muslims supports this reading.

The article concludes that the dating of Surat al-Nis2’ to the period between the
Battle of Uhud and the Battle of the Trench, rather than to the later years proposed by
traditional sources, resolves several exegetical difficulties and opens new avenues for
understanding the stra’s coherence. The authors acknowledge that their conclusions
are based on the available historical and exegetical evidence and that further research
may refine the chronology, but they maintain that the internal and external evidence
converges on the proposed dating. The study thus contributes both to the historical
study of the Qur'an’s revelation and to the exegesis of one of its longest and most
complex chapters.
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