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Abstract

This study offers a methodological critique of
previous semantic research on the concept of
raja’ (hope) in the Quran and presents a
comprehensive  reexamination  based  on
etymological and structural semantic analysis. It
identifies key deficiencies in prior studies,
including conflated lexical meanings, selective
treatment of verses, and procedural errors in
applying semantic methods. Through tracing
the root across Semitic languages, the research
shows that raja’ evolved from physical inclination
to mental desire and ultimately to hope-tinged
expectation in Qur’anic usage. Analyzing all 28
occurrences of the root, the study uncovers five
essential semantic components: faith and
certainty in God and the Hereafter, active
ethical commitment, optimistic expectation of
divine mercy, future orientation toward
eschatological encounter, and negation of
disbelief, denial, and forgetfulness of God. The
findings demonstrate that raja’ is not a passive
emotional state but a dynamic theological-
ethical ~ concept  requiring  systematic
methodological engagement beyond traditional
lexicography or atomistic interpretation.

Keywords:  Quranic  Hope,  Structural
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Extended Abstract

The concept of raja’ (hope) in the Qur’an has consistently drawn scholarly
attention, both within the classical exegetical tradition and among
contemporary Qur’anic researchers. A predominant trend in modern
scholarship, however, has been the continued reliance on descriptive
approaches or the reiteration of traditional lexicographical and interpretive
views, often without critical methodological engagement. While some recent
studies have claimed to apply semantic methodologies to analyze raja, a closer
examination reveals significant shortcomings in both the application of these
methods and the overall research process.

This study begins by offering a methodological critique of existing semantic
research on raja, identifying key deficiencies in how these investigations have
employed structural semantics. It argues that many previous studies have either
conflated distinct lexical meanings, engaged in selective treatment of Qur’anic
verses, or failed to adhere to the procedural requirements of structural
semantics. In response, the present research proposes a comprehensive
reexamination of raja’ through the combined lens of etymology and structural
semantics, analyzing all 28 occurrences of the root across 27 verses of the
Qur’an.

The etymological investigation traces the root r-j-w and its variant forms
across the Semitic language family. In the North-West Semitic branch, the
root appears in Hebrew, Aramaic, Syriac, and Mandaic with the core meaning
of desire or inclination. In the South Semitic branch, particularly in Mehri,
Jibbali, and Harsusi, the root carries the meaning of to hope and to wait for,
with a stronger emphasis on the aspect of expectation. This analysis suggests a
Proto-Semitic biconsonantal root rj meaning physical inclination, which
metaphorically developed into mental inclination in North-West Semitic, and
further acquired the component of expectation in South Semitic. This semantic
trajectory culminates in the Qur’anic usage where raja’ encompasses both hope

and expectation, grounded in a theological framework.
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Employing structural semantics, this study systematically examines
syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations of raja. Through analysis of the most
frequent syntagmatic collocates—liqa’ (encounter with God), rahma (mercy),
Allah wa al-yawm al-akhir (God and the Last Day)—the research identifies key
paradigmatic substitutes that illuminate the semantic components of raja. The
findings reveal that raja’ is not a passive emotional state but carries distinct
theological and ethical components:

1. [+Faith and Certainty in God and the Hereafter]: Raja’ is grounded in a
firm belief in God's promises and the reality of the afterlife, distinguishing it
from mere wishful thinking.

2. [+Action]: Quranic hope is inherently active and performative,
consistently associated with righteous deeds (‘amal salih), jihad, and
perseverance in the path of God.

3. [+Optimistic Expectation]: Raja’ entails a hopeful waiting for God's
mercy, especially in times of hardship and difficulty.

4. [+Future Orientation]: The concept is teleological, looking forward to the
encounter with God and eschatological success, while simultaneously
maintaining a consciousness of divine punishment.

5. [-Disbelief, Denial, and Forgetfulness]: Those who have raja’ are
distinguished from those who reject God's signs, deny the encounter with
Him, or are negligent of His remembrance.

The study demonstrates that understanding raja’ in the Qur’an requires
neither a purely lexical nor a partial interpretive approach, but a systematic
semantic analysis that situates the term within the Qur’an's overarching
theological discourse. Prior research has often overlooked this methodological
rigor; where semantic methods were claimed, procedural errors have
compromised the validity of findings. The present research thus addresses
these gaps by offering a methodologically sound, comprehensive semantic
analysis that yields a nuanced understanding of raja’ as a foundational

component of faith and ethical life in the Qur’anic worldview.
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1. Proto-Semitic.
2. rogU.
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. Incline.

. In- + clinare.

. *rog-.

. *rag-/ *rug-.

. Orel & Stolbova, Hamito-Semitic Etymological Dictionary.
. Reg/ rog.

. Rig/ rag.

. Ehret, Reconstructing Proto-Afroasiatic....
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