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Abstract

This article examines ellipsis (hadhf) in Sarat al-Jinn
as a rhetorical device and as a source of interpretive
divergence among Muslim exegetes. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical method and accepting the
Qur’an’s linguistic inimitability (19az bayani) as a
theological premise (rooted in classical Islamic
hermeneutics), the study identifies instances of
ellipsis involving the object, verb, genitive construct,
subject of a nominal sentence, and the damir al-
Sha’n. Findings reveal two competing paradigms: a

“syntactic-rhetorical” approach that reconstructs
omitted elements (taqdir) to wuncover layered
meanings, exemplified by Zamakhshari and

Tabataba’;; and a “meaning-based reading” that
accepts  surface meaning as  sufficient  for
ethical-catechetical purposes, represented by Husayni
Hamadani and Mughniyah. Cases analysed include Q
72:12 (ellipsis of a verb with “haraba”), Q 72:16
(ellipsis of “qul @hiya ilayya” via ihtibak), Q 72:11
(ellipsis of the genitive construct), and Q 72:13,
72:24, 72:26 (ellipsis of the subject of a nominal
sentence). The study concludes that ellipsis in the
Qur’an is not a grammatical defect but a purposeful
rhetorical ~ strategy  that generates legitimate
interpretive pluralism, challenging commentators to
balance structural analysis with ethical readability.

Keywords: Ijaz (Conciseness), Syntactic Apposition
(Taqdir), Rhetorical Inimitability (I§jaz Bayani),
Quranic Rhetorical Devices.
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Extended Abstract

This study investigates the rhetorical function of ellipsis (hadhf) in Surat al-Jinn and its
impact on the diversity of exegetical approaches within the Islamic tradition. Ellipsis,
defined in Arabic rhetoric as the deliberate omission of a word or clause based on a
contextual clue, serves as a major instrument of conciseness (7jdz) and rhetorical emphasis
in the Qurian. The author adopts a framework rooted in classical Islamic theology and
hermeneutics, accepting the premise of the Qur’an’s linguistic inimitability (i5az bayani).
Within this theological stance, ellipsis is not treated as a defect or accidental omission but
as a purposeful stylistic device that deepens meaning and challenges the reader’s
interpretive engagement.

The study is motivated by a twofold research problem: first, to identify the types and
instances of ellipsis in Sarat al-Jinn; second, to demonstrate how attention to or disregard
of ellipsis has produced two distinct interpretive paradigms among commentators. The
methodology is descriptive-analytical, focusing on selected Quranic verses where ellipsis
occurs at the level of the object, verb, genitive construct (mudaf), subject of a nominal
sentence (mubtada), and the damir al-sha’n. The corpus includes both classical and
contemporary Sunni and Shi‘i commentaries, such as al-Kashshaf by Zamakhshari, al-
Babr al-mubit by Abu Hayyan, Mafatib al-ghayb by Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-Mizan by
Tabataba’i, and Tafsir al-kashif by Mughniyah, among others.

The findings reveal a systematic methodological divergence. The first paradigm,
labelled here “syntactic-rhetorical”’, holds that omitted elements must be reconstructed
(taqdir) grammatically to grasp the full meaning. Adherents of this view—such as
Zamakhshari, Aba Hayyan, and Ibn ‘Atiyyah—interpret ellipsis as a calculated device for
conciseness, emphasis, and demonstrating the inimitability of Quranic discourse. For
instance, in Q 72:12 (“wa-anni zanannd an lan nufiza Llaha fi l-ardi wa-lan nu9izaha
haraba”), they posit a deleted verb such as “nahrab” or “nafirr” to account for the accusative
noun “haraba” (fleeing), thereby highlighting the absolute inability of creatures to escape
God’s dominion.

The second paradigm, labelled “meaning-based reading”, does not engage in syntactic
reconstruction. Its proponents, including Husayni Hamadani, Fayd al-Kashani, and
Mughniyah, read ellipsis as a natural feature of eloquent Arabic that does not require
postulating an omitted element. They focus instead on the ethical-catechetical message of

the verse. In the same example (Q 72:12), they interpret “haraba” as a circumstantial
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qualifier (hal) or adverb directly attached to the existing verb “nujiza”, concluding that the
verse simply asserts God’s overpowering dominion regardless of location or flight. For
these commentators, the apparent meaning suffices for guidance and piety.

Similar patterns appear across other verses. In Q 72:16 (“wa-llawi stagamu ‘ala t-tariqati
la-asqaynahum m2’an ghadaqan”), some exegetes (e.g., Tabataba’i, Alasi) reconstruct an
omitted introductory clause “qul @hiya ilayya” based on co-textual linkage with Q 72:1,
invoking the rhetorical device known as ihtibak (interlace ellipsis). Others ignore this
reconstruction and treat the verse as an independent statement about divine reward for
steadfastness. In Q 72:11 (“kunna tar?’iqa gidadan”), syntactic-rhetorical commentators
posit an omitted genitive construct (e.g., “dhawi tard’iqa”), while meaning-based readers
accept the expression as a metaphoric description of the jinn’s internal diversity.

The study also identifies ellipsis of the subject of a nominal sentence in Q 72:13 and
72:26, as well as omission of the pronoun of affair (damir al-sha’n) in Q 72:12, where
“anna” is analysed as the lightened form of “anna al-thaqilah” with a deleted impersonal
pronoun “huwa”. The latter case is discussed primarily by grammatically oriented exegetes
such as Darwish and Du‘as, while most other commentators pass over it in silence.

Methodologically, the author demonstrates that the choice between syntactic
reconstruction and meaning-based reading is not arbitrary but follows from different
assumptions about language, revelation, and the role of the exegete. The first paradigm
treats the Quranic text as a layered structure requiring technical reconstruction to access
its full rhetorical power. The second paradigm treats it as a transparent medium of moral
guidance, where surface meaning is sufficient for religious praxis. The author’s own
position, shaped by Shi‘i theological premises and a commitment to the doctrine of 19az,
leans toward the syntactic-rhetorical paradigm, but the presentation remains descriptive
and comparatively balanced throughout.

The conclusion highlights three implications for Quranic studies: first, ellipsis is a
generative site of interpretive pluralism; second, the divergence between the two
paradigms affects not only grammar but also theology; third, a comprehensive theory of
Quranic interpretation must account for both the structural depth and the ethical
readability of the text. This study, while focused on a single surah, offers a replicable
model for analysing ellipsis as a rhetorical and hermeneutical phenomenon across the

Quran.
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