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Abstract

This study reexamines the Quranic concept of
mubayminabh (Q. 5:48) as an analytical tool for
distinguishing inspired layers from doctrinal
distortions in gospel narratives of Jesus’ miracles.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical method and
drawing on Quranic exegesis, canonical and non-
canonical gospels, the research develops three
criteria: (1) the presence or absence of bi-
idhnr’llah (by God's permission) as the source of
miracles; (2) compatibility with monotheistic and
rational principles; and (3) the Quran's explicit
affirmation or meaningful silence. The findings
show that the Qur’an affirms shared miracles but
reframes them within a monotheistic framework
through bi-idhnrllah. It also aftirms a miracle
(speaking in the cradle) found only in non-
canonical gospels, while remaining silent
regarding others (e.g., water into wine). This
selective pattern demonstrates that mubayminah
functions not merely as a protective attribute but
as an evaluative methodology for identifying
authentic prophetic traditions. The study
concludes by proposing a model for criterion-
based comparative scripture analysis, with
implications for Abrahamic interfaith dialogue.

Keywords: Jesus Christ, Miracles, Quranic
Mubayminab, Doctrinal Distortion (7ahprif),
Non-Canonical Gospels, Abrahamic Interfaith
Dialogue.
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Extended Abstract

This study reexamines the Quranic concept of mubayminah (dominion as a criterion),
derived from Q. 5:48, which describes the Qur'an as “mubaymin” over previous scriptures.
While traditional interpretations have understood this term primarily as “guardian” or
“protector” in the sense of preserving earlier texts from corruption, the present study
proposes a broader analytical function. Drawing on a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on Quranic sources, authoritative exegeses (zafasir), and both canonical and non-
canonical gospels, the research argues that mubayminah can serve not merely as a
protective attribute but as an evaluative framework for distinguishing inspired layers from
later doctrinal distortions. The study adopts the theological premises of Islamic theology,
particularly the Shi‘ exegetical tradition, as its point of departure, while aiming to present
a methodologically transparent and replicable model for comparative scriptural analysis.

The central problem addressed is as follows: The Qur'an repeatedly attributes seven
miracles to Jesus, consistently qualifying them with the phrase bi-idhni’llah (by God's
permission). This linguistic feature, as classical and contemporary Muslim exegetes such as
al-Mizan and Tafsir-i Naminabh have noted, places Jesus’ miracles within a strictly
monotheistic framework, negating any inherent or autonomous power. In contrast, the
canonical gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) often report Jesus’ miracles without
reference to divine permission, and at times imply independent or divine agency.

Moreover, the Qur'an affirms a miracle Jesus speaking in the cradle that appears only in
non-canonical gospels (e.g., the Arabic Infancy Gospel, the Gospel of Barnabas) and is
absent from the four canonical gospels. Conversely, the Quran maintains a meaningful
silence regarding other well-known gospel miracles, such as the transformation of water
into wine (John 2:1-11) and the cursing of the fig tree (Matthew 21:18-19). This
selective pattern raises a fundamental methodological question: Can the Quranic concept
of mubayminab be operationalized as an analytical tool for discerning authentic,
monotheistic layers from later doctrinal distortions in the gospel narratives?

To answer this question, the study develops three operational criteria derived directly
from the Quranic text. The first criterion concerns the origin or source of the miracle
(mabda’ wa mansha’-i athar). Narratives that attribute miraculous agency to Jesus as an
inherent or divine power, without reference to bi-idhnr’llah, are identified as reflecting
later layers of redaction. Those that explicitly ground the miracle in divine permission and

will are considered more consistent with the monotheistic framework preserved in the
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Quran.

The second criterion is content compatibility with rational and monotheistic principles.
This includes the transcendence of God (tanzih) from futile or unjust actions, and the
prophetic integrity (‘ismah) which precludes attributing unbecoming behaviors to
prophets. The third criterion is the Quran's explicit affirmation or meaningful silence.
The study argues that the Quran's silence regarding certain gospel narratives is not a
descriptive gap but an evaluative stance, functioning as an implicit critique when a
narrative conflicts with monotheistic principles.

The methodology proceeds through three analytical layers. The first is intratextual
analysis, examining the linguistic structure and key terms used to describe miracles (e.g.,
presence or absence of bi-idhni’llah). The second is intertextual comparison, comparing
parallel narratives in the Qur’an, canonical gospels, and non-canonical gospels to identify
convergences and divergences.

The third is contextual analysis, situating the emergence of specific narratives within
the historical development of Christian theology from the second to the fourth centuries
CE, particularly the influence of Hellenistic-Roman culture and the formation of Roman
imperial theology. Non-canonical gospels are consulted not as authoritative scripture for
contemporary Christians but as historical witnesses to pre-canonical traditions that predate
the final stabilization of the biblical canon in the fourth century.

Applying these criteria to three categories of miracles yields the following findings.
First, regarding shared miracles (e.g., raising the dead, healing the blind and lepers), the
Qur’an affirms their occurrence but consistently adds the qualifier bi-idhni’llah, thereby
correcting any implication of autonomous divine power. Second, regarding miracles
affirmed by the Qur’an but found only in non-canonical gospels (e.g., speaking in the
cradle), the Qur'an's explicit endorsement indicates access to an early Judeo-Christian
layer of tradition that existed prior to the institutionalized distortions of later centuries.

In the cradle narrative as reported in Q. 19:29-30, Jesus identifies himself as “God's
servant and messenger,” explicitly grounding his miraculous speech in divine will. Third,
regarding miracles on which the Qur’an remains silent (e.g., water into wine, cursing the
fig tree), this silence, combined with the narrative's incompatibility with monotheistic and
rational criteria, identifies these accounts as later additions influenced by Hellenistic-
Roman theological developments. The water-into-wine miracle, found only in the latest

canonical gospel (John, c¢. 90-100 CE), reflects themes reminiscent of Dionysian cultic
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traditions and portrays Jesus as a divine banquet guest, a depiction inconsistent with
prophetic monotheism. The cursing of the fig tree attributes to Jesus an act of anger
against an innocent tree for failing to bear fruit out of season, contradicting prophetic
mercy and divine justice.

Based on these findings, the study proposes an analytical model (summarized in a
comparative table within the article) that distinguishes inspired layers from doctrinal
distortions according to four indicators: the origin of the miracle (divine permission vs.
inherent/divine power), the purpose of the miracle (attesting prophethood and calling to
monotheism vs. proving divinity or magical display), compatibility with reason and
monotheism (yes/no), and the Qur’an's response (explicit/implicit affirmation vs.
meaningful silence). This model offers a middle path between the polarizing approaches of
total affirmation or absolute rejection of the gospels, enabling a nuanced, criterion-based
assessment.

The study concludes that mubayminab is not merely a static, protective attribute of the
Qur’an but can function as an analytical methodology for critically engaging with previous
scriptures. This approach has significant implications for Abrahamic interfaith dialogue:
rather than focusing on later doctrinal disagreements, dialogue can center on recovering
shared, authentic monotheistic elements. The study recommends extending this
mubayminah model to miracles attributed to other prophets (e.g., Moses, Abraham) and to
non-canonical sources such as the Nag Hammadi library.

Future research should also examine early Christian papyri from the first to fourth
centuries CE to identify more precisely the historical points at which doctrinal distortions
entered the textual tradition. By grounding scriptural comparison in explicit, Quranic-
derived criteria, this study offers a replicable framework that respects the theological
commitments of Islamic scholarship while engaging critically and respectfully with the
textual heritage of Christianity.
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1. Nestle-Aland, Novum Testamentum Graece.
2. Ehrman, Lost Christianities.
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1. Hurtado, Lord Jesus Christ.
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