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Abstract

This study analyzes God’s role in preventing
historically-conditioned prophetic understanding from
influencing revelation. Islamic scholars have generally
explained the preservation of revelation through
prophets’ knowledge (%/m) and infallibility (%ma), often
expanding these concepts considerably to interpret
contrary Quranic verses. However, the variety of verses
reporting  prophets’  personal—and  sometimes
incorrect—understandings calls for a re-examination.
Using a descriptive-analytical method and focusing on
Quranic divine-prophetic dlalogues this study identifies
several divine measures: pre-mission considerations in
selecting prophets (including the Prophet Muhammad’s
being unlettered, ummi); gradual and occasion-based
divine interaction; repetition; and personal reprimands
during the prophetic mission. This study argues that
the possibility of historically-conditioned understanding
in prophets is compatible with their infallibility and
provides a more precise explanation of how infallibility
is attained without requiring strained interpretations.
By distinguishing between the human (bashari) and
prophetic  (risali) dimensions of prophets, this
framework offers an interpretation of problematic verses
that avoids both theological overreach and the
reduction of revelation to purely human experience.
The study operates within the premises of Islamic
theology, specifically ShiT theological traditions, while
engaging critically with classical and contemporary
theories of revelation.

Keywords: Prophetic Missionary Station, Divine
Interactions with Prophets, Revelatory Rebukes.
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Extended Abstract

Islamic scholars, in explaining how revelation remains untainted by prophets’
personal understanding, have typically relied on two internal attributes: knowledge
(1m) and infallibility (%ma). Through conceptual expansion and, in some cases,
considerable interpretive effort, they have sought to reconcile these attributes with
scriptural verses that appear to indicate otherwise. However, the multiplicity and
diversity of Quranic reports concerning prophets’ personal—and at times incorrect—
understandings necessitate a re-examination of how revelation is preserved from the
influence of such understandings, which are rooted in the prophets’ prior conceptions
and historical contexts.

This study analyzes God’s role in preventing the historical dimension of prophetic
understanding from affecting revelation. Using a descriptive-analytical method and
examining Quranic verses that depict divine-prophetic dialogue, particularly those
involving God’s direct speech to prophets, this study argues that several distinct divine
measures serve this purpose. These include: pre-mission considerations in God’s
selection of prophets; gradual and occasion-based divine interaction; repetition; and
personal reprimands to prophets during their mission. These measures function as
preventive strategies against the potential influence of prophets’ personal
understanding. This study concludes that acknowledging the possibility of historically-
conditioned understanding in prophets is not only compatible with their infallibility
but also provides a more precise explanation of how infallibility is attained without
requiring strained interpretations of Quranic verses.

The study begins by distinguishing between the human (bashari) and prophetic
(risali) dimensions of prophets. Based on verses such as Q. 14:11 (“Their messengers
said to them, ‘We are only human beings like you™) and Q. 18:110 (“Say, T am only a
human being like you; it is revealed to me that your God is one God”), prophets share
in common human attributes. This human dimension entails both practical
implications (eating, walking in markets, marriage, illness, death) and cognitive
implications (the possibility of erroneous conception or understanding, lack of
knowledge of the unseen).

Human understanding is necessarily shaped by prior assumptions and historical

conditions. This study demonstrates, through examples such as Noah’s
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misunderstanding of God’s promise to save his family (Q. 11:45-46), David’s judgment
without hearing the second party (Q. 38:22-24), and Solomon’s decision to punish the
hoopoe based on incomplete information (Q. 27:20-21), that prophets’ understandings
could indeed be historically conditioned. However, this study insists that when such
misunderstandings pertain to non-prophetic aspects of a prophet’s persona, they do not
compromise the prophetic mission itself. By distinguishing between prophetic and
non-prophetic dimensions, the study offers a more precise interpretive framework for
verses that might otherwise seem to challenge infallibility.

This study then examines God’s measures for preserving revelation. Prior to a
prophet’s mission, God’s choice of a messenger is informed by complete knowledge, as
Q. 6:124 states: “God knows best where to place His message.” This selection is not
sudden but involves preparation, as seen in the case of Moses, about whom God says,
“that you might be reared under My watchful eye” (Q. 20:39) and “I prepared you for
Myself” (Q. 20:41). The Prophet Muhammad’s being unlettered (ummi)—neither
reading nor writing—is presented as a key divine measure preventing the imposition of
pre-existing acquired knowledge upon revelation. Verses such as Q. 29:48 (“You did
not recite any scripture before it, nor did you write it with your right hand”) and Q.
42:52 (“You did not know what the scripture was, nor what faith was”) indicate that
the Prophet’s mind was not encumbered by prior systematic learning that could distort
the received message.

During the prophetic mission, God employs gradual and occasion-based revelation
(Q. 25:32), which serves to consolidate meaning in the prophet’s heart. The
prohibition against haste in reciting revelation (Q. 20:114; Q. 75:16-19) further secures
accurate transmission. Divine reprimands, such as Q. 66:1 (‘O Prophet, why do you
forbid what God has made lawful for you, seeking the approval of your wives?”) and Q.
80:1-10 (the Prophet’s frowning at the blind man), serve both pedagogical purposes
and ensure that prophetic understanding does not inadvertently shape revelation.

This study also highlights Q. 17:73-75, which states that had God not strengthened
the Prophet, he might have inclined slightly toward the disbelievers—a clear indication
of divine intervention to preserve the integrity of revelation. Similar measures are
extended to other prophets: for example, Joseph’s seeing a “proof from his Lord” (Q.

12:24) prevented his succumbing to temptation, and the written tablets given to Moses
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(Q. 7:145) minimized the impact of Moses’ own historical situatedness on his reception
and transmission of the divine message.

This study concludes that acknowledging the historicity of prophets’ understanding
does not negate their infallibility. Rather, infallibility is not an intrinsic attribute
rendering prophets immune to any cognitive limitation; it is actively secured by divine
measures operating before and during the prophetic mission. This understanding
allows for a reading of Quranic verses without the interpretive strain often required by
classical theological frameworks, while also preserving the core Islamic commitment to
the integrity of revelation.
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1. Warnke, Gadamer Hermeneutics.
2.Gadamer, Truth and Method.
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38. Gadamer, Hans-Georg, Truth and Method, tr. Donald G. Marshall, New York,
Continuum book, 2006.
39. Warnke, Georgia, Gadamer Hermeneutics, Stanford University Press, 1987.



