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Abstract

This article examines the meaning of "nasma™ (we
hear) in Q. 67:10, where the damned confess that
had they only heard and reasoned, they would not
be among the inhabitants of the Blaze. Working
within the framework of Islamic theology and
relying on Shi‘t hermeneutical premises, the author
defends the uncommon exegetical view that
"hearing" here means literal, unbiased, instinctive
listening (sam‘ ghayrizi) , not thoughtful hearing,
acceptance, seeking truth, or compliance—
meanings that, according to the author, are logical
concomitants of hearing, not its lexical core.
Drawing on classical dictionaries such as Lisan al-
Arab, Quranic usages (especially Q. 41:26 and Q.
25:44) , historical reports from Sirat b. Hisham,
and the Meccan context of Sarat al-Mulk, the
author argues that the disbelievers feared mere
exposure to the Quran's sound and language
because of its transformative power. The article
further draws three educational implications:
unbiased hearing as a prerequisite for being affected
by divine speech, the effectiveness of repeated
exposure (talgin) , and the sufficiency of hearing
without complex rational argumentation. The
author distinguishes his reading from Sufi
interpretations of sama‘ and positions it against
mainstream exegetical views. He concludes that the
literal interpretation is lexically, historically, and
contextually better grounded and offers meaningful
insights for religious education.

Keywords: Sam‘ (Hearing), Talgin (Inculcation),
Auditory Bias, Phonetic Miracle (Ijaz al-Sawti).
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Extended Abstract

This article examines the meaning of the verb "nasma™ (we hear) in Q. 67:10:
"They will say, 'If we had only heard and reasoned, we would not be among the
inhabitants of the Blaze." The author, writing from within the framework of Islamic
theology and relying on the premises of Shi1l hermeneutics, argues that the primary
cause of the disbelievers' punishment is their refusal to engage in the most basic level of
receptive listening—without bias, prejudice, or preemptive rejection. Against the
dominant trend in Quranic exegesis, which interprets "hearing" in this verse as
implying thoughtful consideration, acceptance, or compliance, the author defends what
he calls the "uncommon interpretation": that the verse refers to instinctive, unbiased
hearing as a necessary condition for being influenced by the divine message.

The study begins by identifying a methodological problem in much of the exegetical
tradition. Many major commentators, including al-Zajjaj, al-Samarqandi, al-Baghawi,
and al-Shawkani, interpret "nasma™ as "thoughtful hearing" (sam‘ mutafakkir). Others,
such as al-Baydawi and Alasi, take it to mean "hearing that accepts” (sam® al-qubal).
Al-Zamakhshari, Fakhr al-Razi, al-Nasafi, and Abt Hayyan understand it as "hearing
that seeks the truth." Tabataba’i in Al-Mizan defines it as compliance with and
commitment to what is heard. The author notes that while these interpretations differ,
they share one feature: they all add a conceptual requirement to the literal meaning of
"hearing." Drawing on lexical works such as Lisan al-Arab and Mujam Magqayis al-
Lugha, he shows that the basic, lexical meaning of sam* is simply "sensing something
with the ear" (inas al-shay’ bi-al-udhun) , with no necessary implication of reflection,
acceptance, or obedience. The additional meanings, he argues, are not lexical but
logical concomitants (lawazim) that commentators have mistakenly treated as part of
the word's meaning proper.

To support his preference for the literal, instinctive reading, the author offers three
sets of evidence. First, he examines the Quran's own usage of the root s-m-‘. In
dozens of instances, including Q. 19:46, Q. 21:100, Q. 5:83, and Q. 7:204, the word
refers simply to the physical act of hearing. He pays special attention to Q. 41:26,
where the disbelievers explicitly tell others not to listen to the Qur'an, and to Q. 25:44,
which compares those who do not hear or reason to cattle. These verses, he argues,

show that the disbelievers feared mere exposure to the Qur'an's sound and language.



303 O Critical Studies on the Quranic Exegests, 6 (2) : 12, winter 2026. http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir

Second, he draws on historical reports from early Islamic sources such as Siraz b.
Hisham and Tarikh al-Tabari. He mentions the case of Tufayl b. ‘Amr, who was
warned by Quraysh leaders not to listen to the Prophet's recitation and who plugged
his ears to avoid hearing the Quran. He also refers to ‘As‘ad b. Zurarah, Sa‘d b.
Mu‘adh, and others who converted upon hearing the Quran inadvertently. These
reports, the author claims, confirm that the disbelievers feared not only accepting the
message but even being exposed to it. Third, he notes that Sarat al-Mulk is a Meccan
sura, and its central concerns are monotheism (tawhid) and the afterlife (ma‘ad). Citing
a hadith from Al-Kafi attributed to Imam al-Bagqir, he observes that during the Meccan
period, the primary requirement for salvation was simply professing tawhid and the
prophethood of Muhammad, without the detailed obligations revealed later in Medina.
Consequently, he argues, interpreting "nasma™ as full compliance or commitment
(iltizam) is anachronistic for a Meccan verse.

The author then draws several educational implications from his preferred
interpretation. First, he argues that unbiased hearing is a prerequisite for being aftected
by divine speech. Prejudice (gharad) and obstinacy (‘inad) block the natural impact of
the Quran on the heart. Second, he emphasizes continuity and repetition. The
combination of the imperfect verb "kana" (they were) with the present-tense
"yasma‘Gn" (they hear) in similar Quranic constructions indicates that persistent,
repeated exposure to the Qur'an is effective. He connects this to the concept of talqin
(inculcation) , defined as oral repetition with the aim of internalization. Third, he
argues that if mere unbiased hearing is sufficient for salvation, then intricate rational
argumentation is not always necessary for moral and spiritual formation. The Quran,
he reminds the reader, is described as dhikr (reminder) , and the heart finds tranquility
precisely through the act of remembering God, as stated in Q. 13:28.

Throughout the article, the author engages critically but respectfully with the
mainstream exegetical tradition. He explicitly distances his reading from Sufi
interpretations of sama‘ (audition as a spiritual practice) , which he considers
unregulated (qa‘ida-nadar) and based on subjective opinion (tafsir bi-al-ra’y). He also
distinguishes his work from previous studies on sam‘ in the Qur'an, noting that most
of those studies focus on the relationship between hearing, sight, and reason, or on the

superiority of hearing among the senses, whereas his study focuses narrowly on Q.
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67:10 and its educational implications. The article concludes that the most defensible

reading of "nasma™ in this verse is the literal, unbiased, receptive hearing of the

Quranic sound and language, which the disbelievers denied themselves out of fear of its

transformative power. This reading, the author argues, is not only lexically and

historically better grounded but also opens up important insights for religious

education, especially regarding the conditions under which the Quran can shape

human hearts.
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