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Abstract

This study addresses the hermeneutical challenge posed
by the apparent discontinuity between the Qur’anic text
and extra-textual reports on the occasions of revelation
(asbab al-nuzal). It introduces and applies a novel text-
centric framework, the “Speech Space” theory, to
reconcile this tension while preserving the text’s
semantic autonomy. The theory posits that the
Qur’anic text itself contains sufficient internal clues—
derived from discourse analysis, rhetorical structure,
and lexical patterns—to reconstruct the general
intellectual and social atmosphere in which a verse was
revealed. This framework is tested through a detailed
case analysis of Q. 2:189, a verse often cited for its
exegetical  difficulty. Moving beyond traditional
interpretations that treat the verse’s second clause as
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Extended Abstract

This study addresses a fundamental hermeneutical challenge in Qur'anic exegesis: the
apparent discontinuity between the immediate linguistic context (siyaq) and extra-textual
reports on the occasion of revelation (asbab al-nuzil), particularly for verses with
seemingly disjointed meanings. T'raditional exegetical approaches often privilege external
reports, which can undermine the textual coherence of the Qurian. It introduces and
applies a novel text-centric framework, the “Speech Space” theory, to reconcile this
tension while preserving the text’s semantic autonomy. The central hypothesis is that the
Qur’anic text itself contains sufficient internal clues to reconstruct the general intellectual
and social atmosphere—the “Speech Space” —in which a verse was revealed, thereby
enabling a coherent understanding without initial reliance on external historical narratives.

The study is grounded in the premise of the Qur’an’s semantic independence, a
principle defended by textualist commentators against contextualist claims that the
Qur’an’s oral, historical nature necessitates external evidence for interpretation. After
reviewing this debate, the article builds a theoretical foundation for “Speech Space” by
integrating concepts from discourse analysis, particularly emphasizing that every utterance
functions as an act within a specific situational context. A “Speech Space” is defined as the
unstated question, social crisis, doctrinal misunderstanding, or analogous condition to
which a Qur’anic discourse unit responds. The methodology employs an analysis of
broader textual indicators—including tone, argumentative structure, key lexical repetition
(e.g., the corrective “laysa al-birr... wa-lakinna al-birr...” [true piety is not... but true piety
is...”]), and rhetorical devices like asseverative particles (inna) and oaths—to reconstruct
this implied dialogical context.

To demonstrate the theory’s efficacy, the study conducts a detailed case analysis of Q.
2:189, a verse often cited for its exegetical difficulty: “They ask you about the new moons.
Say, “They are timekeeping for people and for pilgrimage.” And true piety is not to enter
houses from their backs, but true piety is to be conscious of God. So enter houses from
their doors, and be conscious of God that you may prosper.” Moving beyond traditional
interpretations that either treat the second clause as a parenthetical remark linked to a
pre-Islamic custom (entering homes from the rear during pilgrimage) or as a metaphorical
digression, this research reveals the verse’s internal coherence by situating it within a
broader discourse unit beginning at Q. 2:177. Both verses share the identical corrective

structure, “T'rue piety is not... but true piety is...”. This repetition, understood through
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the principle of aff al-majmu® ‘ala al-maja‘ (linking a narrative block to another),
indicates that Q. 2:189 is not tangential but directly continues the discourse initiated in Q.
2:177. The Speech Space extracted from this larger context is a polemic against a
superficial, ritualistic understanding of piety (birr) among the original audience. The
obscure practice of entering houses from the rear is thus identified as a specific, culturally-
situated instance of this broader problem of ritualism without substantive God-
consciousness (taqua).

The findings confirm the study’s hypothesis. The Speech Space derived from the text
not only resolves the apparent discontinuity within Q. 2:189 but also redefines the
relationship between the Qur’anic text and the asbab al-nuzual literature. Instead of a
conflict, the external reports are subordinated to the text’s independent semantic
framework. The extraneous narrations serve to clarify the specific historical instance and
details of the Speech Space reconstructed from the Qur’an itself.

This establishes a systematic, two-step interpretive process where the text is the
primary arbiter of meaning, and credible extra-textual reports act as explanatory and
complementary, rather than determinative, sources. The article concludes that the Speech
Space theory offers a robust methodological tool for achieving a coherent, text-centric
exegesis, safeguarding the Qur'an’s hermeneutical autonomy while productively
integrating traditional exegetical materials. The author’s argument is developed based on
the acceptance of foundational Islamic theological principles, including the Qur’an’s divine

origin and its inherent coherence as a revealed text.
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