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Abstract

This study reexamines the meaning of waby in Q.
20:114, where both Qurian and waby appear together.
Classical exegetes have offered different readings, but
each faces significant difficulties. Some hold that both
terms refer to the Qurianic text itself, interpreting the
verse as a prohibition against the Prophet reciting the
verses prematurely out of eagerness or fear of
forgetting. This view, however, seems incompatible
with the Prophet’s moral perfection and with the divine
guarantee in Q. 87:6 that he would not forget. Others
understand the verse as forbidding the Prophet to
request a new revelation, yet this reading departs from
the verse’s apparent meaning. This study argues that
both difficulties are resolved by recognizing a
distinction between two kinds of revelation. Drawing
on classical Shi7 sources, the study defends the view
that Qurian refers to the recited, inimitable text
(Quranic revelation), while “its wahy” refers to a
separate, non-Qur’anic revelation—termed explanatory
revelation (al-waby al-bayani)—which provides the
interpretation, commentary, and inner meaning of the
verses. The verse is thus read as prohibiting the
Prophet from reciting the Qur’an to the community
before the divine explanation of its verses has been
completed. This interpretation upholds the Prophet’s
perfect character, aligns with the divine guarantee of
preservation and explanation, and does justice to the
distinct terminology of the verse. It also supports the
classical ShiT and Sunni view that the prophetic
Sunnah itself partakes in revelation, albeit in a different
mode from the Qur’an.

Keywords: Explanatory revelation, Qur’anic revelation,
Non-Qur’anic revelation, Q. 20:114, ShiT exegesis,
Prophetic Sunnah.
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Extended Abstract

This study revisits the meaning of waby in Q. 20:114: “So exalted 1s God, the
Sovereign, the Truth. And do not hasten with the Qur’an before its waby is completed for
you, and say, ‘My Lord, increase me in knowledge”. The verse presents an enduring
interpretive challenge: why are two distinct terms, Qurian and wahy, used together, and
what kind of divine communication does the latter signify?

Muslim exegetes have offered diftering answers. Some hold that both terms refer to the
same reality—the revealed Quranic text—and that the verse prohibits the Prophet from
reciting the verses prematurely out of eagerness or fear of forgetting. Others maintain that
the verse forbids the Prophet from requesting a new revelation before the divine wisdom
permits it.

However, both readings face serious difficulties. The first seems incompatible with the
Prophet’s moral perfection, as praised by Q. 68:4 (tremendous moral character), and with
the divine guarantee in Q. 87:6 that he would not forget the revelation. The second, as
even its proponents admit, departs from the apparent meaning of the verse, since the verse
mentions no request for revelation.

This study argues that both difficulties can be resolved by recognizing a distinction
within the verse itself between Quran and wahy. Drawing on classical ShiT theological and
exegetical sources, the study defends the view that the verse refers to two kinds of
revelation: Qur’anic revelation (al-wahy al-qur'ani), which is the recited text whose words
and meanings are both from God; and non-Qur’anic or explanatory revelation (al-waby al-
bayani or al-wahy ghayr al-qur’ani), in which the meaning is from God but the wording is
expressed in the Prophet’s own language, providing the interpretation, commentary, and
inner meaning (ta’wil) of the Qurianic verses.

The study traces the conceptual history of wahy in lexicons and Qur’anic usage,
demonstrating that the term denotes any hidden, swift, and specific communication,
whether to prophets, angels, animals, or even inanimate creation. More importantly, it
shows that leading Shi‘ authorities—including Ibn Babawayh, Shaykh al-Mufid, and
al-Sayyid al-Murtada—consistently aftirmed that the Prophet received not only the
Qur’an but also an additional, non-recited revelation that explained its meaning.

Al-Sayyid al-Murtada is credited with coining the term explanatory revelation,
interpreting “its waby” in Q. 20:114 as the revelation of its explanation and interpretation.
This view is further supported by the Shif tradition regarding the codex of ‘Ali b. Abi
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Talib, which reportedly contained both the Quranic text and the interpretive revelation,
as well as by Qur’anic verses such as Q. 16:44 (“We sent down to you the Reminder that
you may make clear to the people what was sent down to them”) and Q. 75:17-19 (God’s
commitment to both the collection and the explanation of the Qur’an).

Applying this distinction to Q. 20:114, the study proposes the following reading: “Do
not recite the Qurian to the community and do not hasten with its verses before the
explanatory revelation—that is, the inner meaning, interpretation, and detailed
explanation of those verses—has been completed for you.” In this interpretation, “Quran”
denotes the revealed Arabic text, while “its wahy” denotes the divinely originated exegesis
that must accompany it. The prohibition of haste is not due to any shortcoming on the
Prophet’s part, but rather reflects the divinely ordained sequence: first the Qur’anic
wording, then its full interpretation.

This understanding resolves the two main difficulties that afflict the rival views. First, it
upholds the Prophet’s moral perfection and the divine guarantee of preservation, since the
Prophet is not rebuked for negligence or forgetfulness but is simply instructed to wait for
the complete explanation. Second, it does justice to the distinct terminology of the verse:
the presence of two different terms—qur'an and waby—indicates that two distinct realities
are intended; otherwise, a simpler expression such as “before its descent is completed”
could have been used.

The study concludes that Q. 20:114 provides scriptural warrant for the claim that the
prophetic Sunnah, understood as the divinely guided explanation of the Qur'an, itself
partakes in revelation, albeit of a different mode than the inimitable, recited text. By
separating the two concepts, the verse no longer appears to rebuke the Prophet for an
unbecoming haste but instead teaches a fundamental principle about the nature of divine
communication: the Word is sent down together with its living hermeneutic.

This reading is consistent with the broader Qur’anic corpus, with key prophetic
traditions (including the well-known report, “I was given the Book and with it its like”),
and with the classical theological heritage of both Shi‘T and Sunni Islam, as represented by
al-ShafiTs theory of waby al-sunna and the careful distinctions made by al-Sayyid
al-Murtada and others. The study thus contributes to contemporary debates on revelation,
prophecy, and Qur’anic hermeneutics from within the Imami ShiT theological tradition.
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