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Extended Abstract

This study presents a narrative analysis of
the story of Maryam (Mary) in the Quran,
employing the theoretical framework of Jaap
Lintvelt's narratology and engaging with the
exegetical insights of Sayyid Muhammad
Husayn Tabataba’i from his seminal work, Al-
Mizan. The primary objective is to elucidate
the narrative structure of Maryam's story,
delineate the types of narrative modes utilized,
and demonstrate how such a narratological
analysis can reinforce and complement
traditional  interpretive  hypotheses,  as
exemplified in Tabataba’i's commentary. The
research  adopts a  descriptive-analytical
methodology, treating the Quran as a cohesive
macro-narrative despite the story's dispersion
across different chapters, primarily Surah Al
‘Imran and Surah Maryam.

The analysis reveals that the dominant
narrative mode in the Quranic account of

Maryam is heterodiegetic, featuring an

omniscient narrator who exists outside the story's world of characters and events. This
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narrator, positioned in a transcendent realm, possesses comprehensive knowledge of
both external actions and internal states of the characters. However, the narrative is not
monolithic; it exhibits a dynamic and integrated approach. The narrator fluidly shifts
the focalization between what Lintvelt terms the "auctorial narrative type," where the
reader's focus is guided by the narrator's overarching perspective, and the "actorial
narrative type," where the center of orientation temporarily rests upon a specific
character, primarily Maryam herself. This is particularly evident in dialogue-heavy
scenes, such as the annunciation to Maryam and the infant Jesus speaking from the
cradle, allowing readers to experience events through the characters' perspectives while
maintaining the narrator's ultimate authority.

A central feature of the narrative is the dialectical relationship between the
omniscient narrator and the story's actants. The narrator actively guides the reception
of the narrative, managing the reader's focus and conveying intended meanings, while
characters like Maryam are portrayed as dynamic and influential agents whose actions
and choices are crucial to the plot's progression. This interaction underscores a
synthesis between human agency and divine guidance. The narrative pattern follows a
complete structural model, moving from an initial equilibrium to its disruption by a
destructive force, followed by a phase of conflict and struggle, and ultimately resolved
by an organizing, divine force that restores a new, elevated equilibrium. Key climaxes
include Maryam's virginal conception and the miraculous speech of Jesus in his cradle,
which serve to resolve critical conflicts and affirm divine power.

Despite the story's distribution across multiple surahs, the study argues for its
inherent narrative coherence. When the scattered segments are assembled, they form a
linear, causally connected macro-structure. The singular, omniscient narrator is the key
agent in creating this cohesion, orchestrating the various episodes into a unified whole
with a clear beginning, middle, and end, all serving the Quran's overarching theological
and didactic objectives.

The analysis of specific narrative elements—such as time, dialogue, point of view,
characterization, and dramatic conflict—further enriches the understanding of the
story. The strategic use of time, including analepsis (flashback) and variations in
narrative pace, along with shifting points of view during key dialogues and internal
monologues, deepens the dramatic impact and character portrayal. Maryam is
characterized through her actions, reactions, and struggles—both internal and
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external—as a model of faith, purity, and steadfastness.
Crucially, the findings of this narratological investigation are placed in dialogue with
the exegetical positions of Tabataba’i in Al-Mizan. The study demonstrates a
significant convergence between the two approaches. For instance, the narratological
identification of the guiding, external omniscient narrator aligns with Tabatabat's
emphasis on God's preemptive knowledge and overseeing role in the narrative. The
analysis of the plot's pattern, identifying disruptive forces and divine resolutions,
corroborates his interpretations concerning God's management of crises and support for
righteous believers. Furthermore, the narrative's portrayal of Maryam's character,
emphasizing her piety and God-given status (i5z1fd’), reinforces Tabataba’t's theological
argument for her ‘ismah (infallibility/protection from sin).

It is important to note that the author's analysis proceeds from within the
framework of Islamic theology, accepting its foundational tenets regarding the nature
of the Quranic text and divine intervention. The study concludes that Lintvelt's
narratological theory provides a robust and effective analytical tool for examining the
sophisticated narrative structures of the Quran. When applied to the story of Maryam,
it not only reveals its artistic coherence but also acts as a complementary methodology
to traditional exegesis, validating and deepening interpretive insights found in works
like Al-Mizan. This interdisciplinary interaction enriches the contemporary
understanding of the Quranic narrative, making its ethical and spiritual messages more
accessible while highlighting the text's enduring literary power.

Keywords: Quranic Narratology, Narrative Structure Analysis, Omniscient Narrator,
Narrative Typology, Narrative Explication, Structuralist Exegesis, Narrative-Exegesis
Interaction.

Bibliography

1. The Holy Qur’an.

2. Abu al-Futah al-Razi, Husayn b. ‘Ali, Rawd al-Janan, ed. Abu al-Hasan Sha‘rani,
Tehran, Kitabfurtshi-ye Eslami, 1398 AH [Persian].

3. Okhovvat, Ahmad, Dastir-e Zaban-e Dastan, Isfahan, Entesharat-e Farda, 1371
SAH [Persian].

4. Aqareb-Parast, Fatemeh-Sa‘ideh, and Moti, Mahdi, “A Narratological Analysis of
Prophet Yusuf's Story Using Jaap Lintvelt's Theory”, Literary-Qur’anic Research,
no. 23, vol. 6, no. 3, 2018, pp. 1-24 [Persian].


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

298 O Critical Studies on the Quranic Exegesis, 6 (1): 11, 2025. http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir

10-

11-

12

13.

14

15-

16

https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23452234.1397.6.3.2.7

Aqareb-Parast, Fatemeh-Sa‘ideh, and Moti‘, Mahdi, “An Analysis of the Prophet
Moses’ Story based on Jaap Lintvelt's Theory”, Qurian and Hadith Studies, vol.
51, no. 1, 2018, pp. 1-20 [Persian].

https://doi.org/10.22059/jqst.2018.257726.669035

Bal, Mieke, Narratology: Introduction to the Theory of Narrative, tr. ‘Ali ‘Abbasi
and Nusrat Hijazi, Tehran, Scientific and Cultural Publications Company, 1390
SAH [Persian].

Eagleton, Terry, An Introduction to Literary Theory, tr. ‘Abbas Mukhbir,
Tehran, Markaz, 1380 SAH [Persian].

Hoseyni, A‘zam al-Sadat, Moti, Mahdi, and Lotfi, Mahdi, “The Narrative
Analysis of the Holy Mary’s Story in the Holy Quran”, Researches of Quran and

Hadith Sciences, no. 39, vol. 15, no. 3, 2018, pp. 1-24 [Persian].
https://doi.org/10.22051/tqh.2018.21116.2086

Khosrawi, Abu Torab, Hashiye-t bar Mabani-ye Dastan, Tehran, Thaleth, 1388
SAH [Persian].

Modabberi, Mahmud, and Hoseyni Sorari, Najmeh, “From Historical Narrative to
Fictional Narrative: A Comparison of Narrative Methods in Ferdowsi’s and
Nezami’s Eskandar-nameh”, Persian Language and Literature Research Journal,
no. 6, vol. 2, no. 2, 2008, pp. 1-20 [Persian].

Makaryk, Irene Rima, Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory, tr. Mehran
Mohajer and Mohammad Nabavi, Tehran, Nashr-e Agah, 1383 SAH [Persian].
Mirsadeqi, Jamal, Zawiye-ye Did dar Dastan, Tehran, Entesharat-e Sukhan, 1391
SAH [Persian].

Moradi, Zohreh, “The Studying of Structural and Typology of Narrative in the
Story of Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) in Literature and Painting by Jaap
Lintvelt Theory”, Journal of Fine Arts: Visual Arts, vol. 25, no. 1, 2020, pp. 15-26
[Persian].

https://doi.org/10.22059/jfava.2020.261554.665983

Mohammadi, Mohammad Hadi, and ‘Abbasi, ‘Ali, Sad Sakbtar-e Yek Ostireb,
Tehran, Nashr-e Chista, 1381 SAH [Persian].

Mohammadi, Mohammad Hadi, Ravesh-Shenasi-ye Nagqd-e Adabiyat-e Kadak,
Tehran, Entesharat-e Soroush, 1378 SAH [Persian].

Mandani-Pur, Shahriyar, Kitab-e Arwab-e Shabrzad, Tehran, Nashr-e Quqnus,


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23452234.1397.6.3.2.7
https://doi.org/10.22059/jqst.2018.257726.669035
https://doi.org/10.22051/tqh.2018.21116.2086
https://doi.org/10.22059/jfava.2020.261554.665983

299 O Critical Studies on the Quranic Exegesis, 6 (1): 11, 2025. http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir

1384 SAH [Persian].
17 Salehi, Payman, and Bageri, Kolthum, “The Unreliable Narrator in the Novels
Kawabis Bairat and Shazdeb Ebtejab”, Comparative Literature Research, vol. 9,

no. 3, 2021, pp. 112-144 [Persian].
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23452366.1400.9.3.3.9

18- Tabataba’i, Muhammad Husayn, 4l-Mizan, Qom, Jama‘ah al-Mudarrisin, 1412
AH [Persian].

19 Toolan, Michael J., Narratiwve: A Critical Linguistic Introduction, tr. Sayyed
Fatemeh ‘Alawi and Fatemeh Ne‘mati, T'ehran, SAMT, 1386 SAH [Persian].


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23452366.1400.9.3.3.9

BV P Ol V) il Soled el 8390 o Sl < S pomndl £y ) A& Gl g 3

013 33 Wes e Gliwld xS litalyy Julos
Clalud & &,k wlal

Opaad) i 30 (bl s oo duw ¢yl g
o plow
«(P.Salehi@Ilam.ac.ir : Jgtume soiuunss) oylyl (@Dl (@Dl oKl ¢ s ye Slosl g b5 09,5 ol
SLUSS
u‘).:‘ e‘b)'{.:l ‘ﬁBLI oEislo ‘(S uLué' 9 QL:) M)l @AJLMAJ)[S byiw‘d
(z.yareh1179@yahoo.com : el
LS el
U‘f' ‘PBL" cf)b‘ islo ﬁ‘_;w.a.liJ k-’LA.J\)' 9 UL’) osﬁ)béul
(e.sobati@ilam.ac.ir : ool

[ XTLEN

O3 53 P pn sl gy ol el Goa b ol aallas
a0 4 Ol LAl s s 5 Ceedl S 5 S
R N R R PR A PN S B Y WP P N EK I VY
oS ol G andlas ol 5l G .Sl 43,8 &y guo I e/ 55 _oLLL
O g sl B/JESD oo Olawls Suls) b 5 sl g
@ Llg e Glolulacylyy oo (eSS 4 8ar a5 55d asls L
ol s §2y50 dalllae 53 (STews litde DLl b Ly 58
gl Mma Olils Calsy 03 das e pLiS andllae b eloeiy
ol ) s rose S aS_alassy SCals) Gom ) alsy Slaesds
el (63,5655 b 5 055l IS 4 a8 e Sl |y Waslagsss

GVPF/E /Y sl
GOVEF /P /YR g Sl

—‘”“‘Jsg:‘jg c’"’ﬁi\s”’b"*‘r'“i’ujs"’“/‘sfsc”i‘{)&icﬂf T GVEYF YA bl
OLls §IS S 208 5 55l n Sye3 o8 oS Glar Sy toenl b)) L, GVEF /P /YA L
Oﬁﬁjyp‘wom\séuwj\ Lo a (Sl .st‘_;p)‘jb FYA-YAD i
St 5 dlesl Cios L oS 5355 5 S8 L olS Culyy gsm
, . il
1S agylead LS e AT 1 355 &1 Syl L mase s : . o~
Jf ol /CJ%, "I D >}>. “‘Js‘fw'“‘”f‘?ﬁ : (agetn B polle 8aSL2318) 015 (3 3 lae g pole olS 2ol
L) 0 s b Lﬁ}\i«\ ooy a-k.‘&fg._,\.ifd I OByl S 5 Sl 251 Casgasre ¢ya de3 Allie il g2 5u5l0 Baings /© Y YO
L Sl a ly slogl T il 3o g2 Se S S
TSRO oo o SIS o YVAY-OF - A Seig Sl L
odal /8 31 0y iz 5> oo (S5 Sl iz a1 ils S o3l (I s
519 Ly b ol 5 o 9_3‘)2 QL:;LN;Q o el ‘;p)j;)f ool http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir
72 8 et S ol S Bl ek s e s L@-@zu
Ol 5 didm g ool 50 ) O/ i (SLasSls (It gl s e el clon sl Suans gl llio ool & digSar

Tyl E e g NI i, .

s e 5L s ise Jolow pahya i ol (VL BT e D 8 L 0L e ol (SRS, J

i : Il i 5T i A2 g3 o) s 53 Lo e s

SUl> sy ealyy bl Jlos <O F uliacyls (las ) guals FVAYA0 o eV F- ¥ sl V) oy bl <l 890 e

3 Saley ol Sl s < ola)y e walsy liia S (IS http://doi.org/10.22034/naghdeara.2025.531736.1317.4


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2164-0950
mailto:P.Salehi@Ilam.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4289-5992
mailto:z.yareh1179@yahoo.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1068-6582
mailto:e.sobati@ilam.ac.ir
http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://www.doi.org/
http://doi.org/10.22034/naghdeara.2025.531736.1317

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir oV Gl Y G\ aled sl a0 e Il (S el ;/Jf.Lé ol iy [ v

MTJJ

S Ad e Sl oo e ks ol LYY [pVAF+ das 55 poles qﬂwgilj) L/;Jla.; &”Lﬂ
23 0l b 60 i S ST 5505 1 dingy e (5 gmgms (aliBOl) 5 o) "2l S50 3 Son
S TEasy i aals, s S sladsly glp sl plulidiculyy 45 olael
OOV o o) slaa L 4ol pils « S )S) 5,8 sdalie 5y 55, _’\m\.sé P 5 e i

PERNEE N A T TS A NG PR Co W W E VPO J s O S TCIN PR g SRS PR N
P nliial s (6 mil B 15 s 5 5 (6 g QLalii Ol ) ¢ gms) QLIS D50 (650 szl
5L S oS 50k s il e o @Sl G55 alsy 5 LSl cdels @ (plils G Sl e
g;bg-\j\v.aoulsliqb)& ‘Jd\céjfjbéﬁjwpgpru-rﬁbc&@\ ol K25 ilises ¢l
E}ﬁbé oS Slalaculyy sb oo KI5 STlsy dud B gy 9 \a S S Asy dalpasl Al
5 bne sl gl elix) nl (5013 oSS (KsSr 5 ol op) RS g 5 dlan e aulss L
SR sz 3mae oS0 P il N 3 By plply s il (o)l
el Qs S B (58 oSl el s ulele

23 5a0medl g gr S5 Boa S b ol ol b ol T 0l pstes b (ls) o Laddga ol
5 Xgh o 0t ol aals & Col Lins sl dl> o Jas Ll 45 S 0l 5 oo OIS ol K
355 pshaie Ll 53 (6 pSamt b ooy (B 5 Syt (o9 5 sd o ol w4 5500 o Uil
5 lS 3lse 53 Ly 03 JE o b 1S e T Iulsy g 3O B L5, Y P)
Calsy gy o paled 48 S8 Ol e T i o L sy Lo 5 Jobregcde Lty b o
(Oladl 35> pl:.w.a ioj&p} Liwa Sale  blol ghls a8 55h 0 G Lola ) slS ]yl &;5\}3 @
Lol 1 aglasl Lo oS plaa 25 ] Sa 25 Gacamased (ozas Hond(sd Slsgmse 05 b gluslacs
(04 glen) g"iﬁ§u" oS

1. Fromalism.

2. Narreme / Narrative Unit.
3. Mytheme.

4. Motif.

5. Aspect /Mood/ Voice.

6. Types of Events.
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1. Type narrative auctorielle.
2. Type narrative actoriel.

3. perspectivism.
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1. La narration hétérodiégétique.
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1. Anachrony.
2. Dramatic.
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