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Extended Abstract

One of the most frequently cited verses
concerning the inimitability of the Qur’an and
the concept of “reflection upon the Qurian” is
verse 82 of Surah al-Nisa. Exegetes have
primarily focused on three aspects in interpreting
this verse: first, the meaning of reflection
(tadabbur); second, the meaning of discrepancy
(ikhtilaf); and third, how the verse argues for the
divine origin of a text devoid of significant
discrepancies. However, the overlooked issue in
these discussions is the attention to the verse’s
context. Even contemporary exegetes, who
consistently emphasize the importance of
context, have not clearly explained the
relationship  between this verse and its
surrounding framework.

This study, through a meticulous analysis of
Surah al-Nisa’s structure and the placement of
verse 82 within it, seeks to elucidate the verse’s
various semantic dimensions based on its context
and  ultumately  presents its  preferred
interpretation. In examining why exegetes have
neglected the contextual framework, two key
elements emerge: the terms “the Quran” (al-
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Quran) and ‘"discrepancy” (ikhtilaf). Revisiting these concepts can transform our
understanding of the verse; thus, each is analyzed in a dedicated section.

Employing a descriptive-analytical method grounded in the verse’s context, this paper aims to
address the shortcomings of prior studies and provide a clear understanding of the verse’s
meaning. To this end, the entire content of Surah al-Nisa’ was first examined by analyzing its
verses and the exegetes’ views to delineate the surah’s structure. Subsequently, the position of
verse 82 within this structure was identified, and through this, the study pursued its primary
research questions, particularly the reinterpretation of the two concepts al-Quran and ikbtilaf.
Along this path, a typology of exegetical opinions and their critical evaluation has also been
considered.

Attention to the context reveals that the central issue in the verses surrounding 4:82 is the
doubt harbored by a group within the believing community—whom the Quran describes
with the phrase "those who would hold back"—regarding the divine origin of the jihad
command issued by the Prophet. These individuals distinguish between obedience to God
and obedience to the Prophet and, beyond creating a "discrepancy” between the two, have
resorted to covert schemes to organize defiance against the jthad command.

Following this account and the exposure of this nightly conspiracy, God introduces an
argument in verse 82 with the particle "fa" (so): Do these wavering believers not reflect on the
jihad verses to realize that there is no inconsistency between this command and other Quranic
verses, particularly those on jihad, and thus, this command too is from God? For had it been
from anyone other than God, they would have found in it much contradiction with the rest
of the Quran, which they acknowledge as divine.

Two obstacles seem to have hindered this understanding of the verse: first, the term al-
Quran, which appears to refer to reflecting on the entire scripture; and second, the term
"ikhtilaf," predominantly interpreted in its mutual sense (internal contradiction). A review of
the lexical meaning of Quran and its usage across various verses clarifies that in many
instances, al-Quran does not denote the entire Quran but rather a specific set of verses. Thus,
in verse 82, al-Quran and its associated pronouns refer to the preceding verses in Surah al-
Nisa’, which pertain to the command of jihad.

Similarly, "ikhtilaf," commonly understood in its mutual sense (internal contradiction), can
also carry a reciprocal meaning (external opposition)—that is, being in a position of
opposition to an external standard. Accordingly, stating that a text is "free of ikhtilaf" can
imply either that its components are internally consistent (mutual sense) or that the entirety
of the text does not oppose an external criterion (reciprocal sense). If al-Quran in this verse
refers specifically to the jihad verses in Surah al-Nisa, then "ikhtilaf" takes on its reciprocal
meaning: the absence of contradiction between these verses and the standard of divine origin.
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The conclusion is that the correct meaning of "ikhtilaf" in this verse is the divergence of the
newly revealed jihad verses (within this context) from the rest of the Quranic verses. Verse 82
was revealed in a context where a group of wavering believers sought to create "discrepancy”
between God’s command and the Prophet’s command. By urging them to contemplate the
jihad verses and pursue their objectives, the verse dispels this illusion and proves that the
jihad command is divine and aligned with the rest of the Quran, not fabricated by the
Prophet Muhammad.

God states in this verse: Do they not reflect on these jihad verses to see that their purpose

aligns with what they have previously understood from the Quran? This interpretation, while

fully coherent with the context, avoids unnecessary complexity in explaining how the verse
argues for the Quran’s divine origin and the relationship between reflection and the discovery
of the absence of discrepancy.

Keywords: Ikhtilaf, T'adabbur, Ijaz, Tahaddi, Tanaqud.
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