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Extended Abstract

The divine name al-Rahman appears 56 times in
the Qurian (excluding the basmala at the
beginning of chapters). Its co-occurrence with
the attribute al-Rahim in the basmala and five
other verses led early Quranic exegetes and
translators to assume that the two terms derive
from the same root (r-h-m) and differ only in the
scope, abundance, or continuity of divine mercy.
Interpretations of rahma have ranged from divine
blessings and favors bestowed upon servants to
forgiveness and pardon for sinners or believers.

The primary issue of this study is whether al-
Rahman is a proper name (‘alam) or an attribute
(sifa) for God Almighty, and it gathers evidence
from the time of revelation and pre-Islamic
Arabian history in support of its status as a
proper name. Subsequently, we examine how
Islamic scholars’ understanding and
interpretation of this issue evolved in classical
Arabic-Persian lexicons and Persian translations
of the Qur'an. To accomplish this goal, the study
analyzes the Quranic usages of al-Rahman as well
as historical reports concerning its application.
Considering that Arab migrants from southern
Arabia applied al-Rahman to God Almighty, the
study also explores the pre-Islamic South Arabian
epigraphic  parallels,  particularly ~ Rhmnn
(Rahmanan) in Sabaean inscriptions. The
findings indicate that the Quraysh and some
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northern Arabs referred to God as Allah, while the inhabitants of southern and central Arabia
called Him al-Rahman. Sabaean epigraphic evidence—whether Jewish, Christian, or "Jewish-
monotheistic"—demonstrates that Rhmnn (the Sabaean equivalent of al-Rahman) was used
as a proper name for God at least a century and a half before Islam.

The co-occurrence of Allah and al-Rahman in the basmala, the Quranic emphasis on their
shared referent in Q 17:110, and the Prophet’s (PBUH) strategic choice of these two names
as battle slogans can be interpreted as a move toward religious-political unity, where
terminological differences might have posed an obstacle. In practice, prominent grammarians
such as al-A‘lam al-Shantamari, Ibn Malik, and Ibn Hisham parsed al-Rahman in the basmala
not as an adjective (na‘t) for Allah but as a substitute (badal).

Despite this historical, literary, and epigraphic evidence, the prevailing Islamic tradition

treated al-Rahman as an attribute and sought to distinguish its meaning from the divine

epithet al-Rahim. This approach extended to Qur'an translations, from Tarjome-ye Tafsir-e

Tabari (the earliest Persian translation of the Qur’an) to the present day. Common

equivalents for al-Rahman between the 4th/10th and 12th/18th centuries included mihraban

(kind), bakhshanda (beneficent), ruzi-dahanda (sustainer), bakhshayanda (forgiving), bozorg-

bakhshayish (great in forgiveness), farakh-bakhshayish (vast in forgiveness), besyar-

bakhshayish (abundant in forgiveness), and payvasta-bakhshayish (unceasing in forgiveness).

Only a few translations, such as Qurian-e Qods, acknowledged al-Rahman as a proper name

and thus untranslatable.

This article emphasizes the untranslatability of al-Rahman while also analyzing the Qur’anic

uses of al-Rahim. Based on etymological discussions, it proposes bakhshayanda

(merciful/forgiving) as a Persian equivalent for al-Rahim, a choice with precedents in classical

translations, particularly Tarjome-ye Tafsir-e Tabari. Accordingly, the suggested translation

for the basmala is: “Beh nam-e Khoda-ye Rahman-e bakhshayanda” (In the name of God, al-

Rahman, the Merciful).

Keywords: al-Rahman, basmala, divine names, proper noun, Persian translations of the

Qur’an, South Arabian inscriptions.
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In the name of Allah al-Rahman the Merciful.

c.)l.’m
wSIE o
4 %L’Lyﬂ-’/} (J’) 4U/ Jj.wj ").9 M/‘:A‘// ‘)Z,ﬂ/M (oo o d\.o?-)j\.l.\.o ‘(':’L"'LF"U"‘ o

1. rhmn" mtrhm®
2. thmn" ‘ly®
3. mercy / merciful .

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir ONY Y Ol e 8553 ey Jl N+ L\ Blads ‘JMﬁbf.w 4ol iy Ll vod


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

VAAY sl 2Ll g5

DLl (sylie SSI e 5 Sheb o @ Sladen 2058 4 cdesd] (e dems i) 0
YOV ¢ sy hnal

2 VAAY cpdleld o dadl ls oy s (Sl b (e adisS a Akl Gpgan cpm pp dazes dsyscpl F

3L 5l «y o« s laa! 5l sS @ (g S Cldl)] cdaes gl Y

IO Ol 3dos Loy (5858 4 «Camgdl (Bloensl (p oo mulicn] A

Sl (g Mo cdnsdlds ] coes daes iiisS & el ido (G o s wlincnl 4
AR Gy mall

wpl (i Ldodlis 5 Ol palyl i daae 288 4 Zpd) fd] (Sl pliagyl oy
AYO0 Vsl 5 ol Ul dlaas dndas

Y0 S s (Lo ST ) B O e Al (55 Se il N

Snrdamn b8 & O s S Sl sy 5 Olzed] 2y S i e oS Il Y
PIYVY (g0 5 s plaal oDl (5o i 535 5Lty cdgdus (pranls (S dhores b

lal Sanjs sl S Ol g «olomws Jinm e (1S & Sl ealnl o e s 3l Y
YYE

5 G bl e RS« ‘/'-?'L‘SU aﬂﬂ/mﬁdﬁwclf Al o psaalh (aldal f
DITVO i Sl s 25 3 ¢ (Kin b 5 el DTN S35 0l Ll & gl STl

SN (g 3lpe o S @ e DS i 5 S Qo sy s o el 0
AFYO ialall

ONTAY (e ST G o S (K85 i Sy NS

O O Slge GbsS & LA palim b paliiad] gl o ez dems (LB Y
O o Kiils ol yLi)

YOV Ol Kb slay SHLESI ()5 copdosy dammo (il sS a (S (& pemadljf _oizes VA

S 0L Blas o 5 St elhllIAl el ek 2ES 4 ol b S (g I i A
DITVO (osife Dl e 25 85 calld 05 (S

DATAY b sl 5 0y §in 3 065 Blas o S @ oo SIS S IS0 1

VEYY ) STl ol s 5 dons s (158 4 cOlar Y o el (R Y

Golaadli s S ol MV oo A W oMl S ileadlighs iy el ( pSL o xY

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir ONY Y Ol e 8553 ey Jl N+ L\ Blads ‘JMﬁbf.w 4ol iy L ¥


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

VYV ol S5

S ol FAV-FVE o XY W oMl S Bleadlighs by el (SL Y
AN oMl S5 oyl 5l

ONYEY (AL S5 550 (0« semtl gl Lol Je miS a0 celaw cudg YF

IFP (A LI (45 ke Ssamms 3 ool Smms 135S 0 ozl Va5 x0

O YA (g ol &iils DLzl (ol g5 ¢ slods o i sS @ (S i do ) XF

Blod dogoto YF 55led g Il ik 8355 (Sl AT (355 Mo (2555 & coile 85w dom 50 XY
ODIYAY e 3

ot S D hnie e (Al hardams 35S 4 (5 n O0F 550 i) (g O Aoz YA
DNTFE sy dams

OO (ol pl Kin b sl DL ol 3lay e JaisS 4 il e ol F dam s X8

sl SLLE) L (b hardemmn (35S 4 g S 0T3S it I iS5 i s -
YO0 (ol ) Kin b

NPT ol ol o 3 ¢ mebar] S Blidamndon (105 4 (6808 pendl Y

VPA ol ol Kin b ol SHLEST ol 68 (Spin oo Lo sS 4 « ST T8 pnds Y

TR Ol Ko oy LS 065 e Sl s 0 g eaS O s Y

eVl Ao o3 (ela) dse ldemadin 1058 4 (od paln) e 4 seie p0d pedd e
NEFY (gugdl

sl] Sl g (el 0B g 5edle o dess gl RS eS @ (Old) g ST cdees [ del (S Ly
NEYY (ol S

Sdows (pll Do oo 258 0 S ) Sl Y M 5 SV M ciim 2 i < Slm 45
AYVA ol o &iils Sl ¢l g5 (50

dazmsdows 258 a LBlol Dole o o o ole 05 LA Slazi cdass o o Gl Y
ITE T3 ol 0l ¢ Blaws 0

(S e 5 BT el Qg Ol ez GRS 4 ool o plral] (2 e A
YAy

DAYOY (ol Kan b sl Ll (ol alb Lo oo [iisS @ e/ 9 3l8  pud S i ¥4

VFE O35l (L (s g LibsS & (I8 0430 ek i ¥

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir ONY Y Ol e 8553 ey Jl N+ L\ Blads ‘JMﬁbf.w 4ol iy L)


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

AT (o)l sl 5 0l leSin b g (sl ol o Ly ;) (Kt d e «Canngd iy FY

Gl 6l oSy 51 o Sl glaslis-los Jdosi b ahonas dom 5 53 (5 63,5650 cchoses ¢ Sials- XY
AITAY Gl 5 50l ) 65l oIl Sl o les

o O st ot 5 Bl o3 S 135S 43 (DAL e iy ( Sa S s 5y
ONEY (K ede Ol Lis]

(G ] A& Dol gl (o Y el 351 @18 53 5 liling ()l d ( Jodamn oalipgl FY
SV ol Ayl oler Ju

O o8N SHLAS] (), (Sl Jimmdew 5 s deses isS @ colict) (S1 e daseas _fo
TVY

5 5 S Lol ¢ g g a0 ez G e Yo el g 5lns 85

Ol Saah sl Shlisl e oble dll Jy dex 5 ctilor cyl5 Gl atews s dg sSikialy 8V
TPV

b Folod (g gy onld Slan] a5 58 ) Kt cellliyso g 5 Jodal (G Gy ¥
NTEY (S b Dl 5 Slalllas dwsse L8 S pryli dozm

U bt bl )li b 35655 b e 5 Glam oL 55 Sline 53 (283D <o o g0ieS Loy -F8
VF kB 55l O Sled oler 5oy Jl (ol 5 015 sl hast

(P DS LS spemes 1S3 SLLES| (Ol ld 05 slaslgiply Kiad (e (35, -
NF Y

G 5 wax 5 oy S el I iy Sl o s oalaol Sl VP 5SS s )
DNV (S (Gl ol pl g edeses

5 s L3 (355 gy ol 2555 a4 o] ] o] poodi (S50 o wedll 550X
AL EF A VRPN

NE OV el OS5 g e 33500 Ok domes (2858 & «BLEST s iy 3amen (S yonn  OF

Ol Dlallan s O (G Shgr GRS 4 e Dodis ee oy dgemn 5yt Y
IAZ S Sa ol Kils =l g5 ol Kl

VIV Gl s (Ol i B iS4 polaae] OIS e e <5395 D0

VEYY ol STl s o €0l i S 0 o] Bl (i s ol 08

oisS  pl At S 5 448se s 5.0y 31 O sloadd 5 daz g damo (G S\ sg Y

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir ONY Y Ol e 8553 ey Jl N+ L\ Blads ‘L;/:w.é?ﬁbf.w 4ol iy p L1 ¥y


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

DIYYA Gl ol&Kls SLLES) Ol (Sl e 5 Ssdee e

DATAY (55 25 San b Olg5 ¢ Sl (Shon sS40 (U o ol oo (528 (3L 3 DA

SSoah el 3l gl oSl edam| 2558 a4 o iyl fpt) Aoz b 368 15 ) 0ilo &g 08
OO ¢l gl

gl 0B el ) Jiadllpl dase 258 @ Ol pale S OLEY o) o Do ke (g 5
1AV (A el &y e

ol Wode 2aS 4 codl S G Y gtie o0 e o o Sl (Somde
AV (e Ll (e

(2lblb o ll Jiabie 5 (oo gy il S 4 Obd) pazms i o e gyl 5Y
SCAMARTIS I RN

AR K @ VARD ¥ e b o a5 iS4 bl g I i sy o oy darms S b SY

a1 (0,88 GSUh ol 5 SUs s gesen 2058 @0 (el e demn (5 pb FE

MYEY i radl U1 13 0,26 g ST L LY o) pmnadl 313 dams ( FUlie 50

P il (iR o g e JoloS T3 o3 e Bl S eS) e (Sl 3les 55
TAR A 5Lt (o df Ao (3

BIWAL oDl (g ( (SDomn (Jsmny ola (1055 4 o) 3 gans (g domes (SLe 5V

NEY v o S el s o s oS k] s oy dazes (S3ly PeD SA

AT ol oo oz SHLEDN Oy O] i Sl il o8l 54

K b sl DS ol ‘d@:U\,\.wl 5 dars sS4 (s Y g Glas deses b O BB Y-
AN SR

LLE 3samme 555 Dligdpe SLLLSI Ol sy o G858 4 T S sz imd O1E VY
OVEY (e Ll

4 Vo=PY o ) e o gl AlEe Conny el oy 0l ps LS AR s SosE VY
(PITY G0 8Ol (L5 sl ol 2558

DL e SIS 5 S5 e il o 155 @ o pdoloa)] e Wl Sy it LIS vy
oMl acde Ol yLi)

e 83 Slbly Sliiod S coledol ol inr Jgmy G355 4 e S plllys (LS v
AT (Hledol

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir ONY Y Ol e 8553 ey Jl N+ L\ Blads ‘JMﬁbf.w 4ol yiagy L vy


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

VW L0 ol I Losdamadon 28058 @ cade cotfpo o e o (2SS 0

by DS QL (g dasd 5 e e S & AL OIS Oin ol 35 v
YO0 (Gl ) Kan b

PIET QLS 5 Olal )b Sl 3850 T Ml Sl Y/ UasT oo o o s S VY

DIYAY a1 oSl s el 5 el ST e (adsS @y o T cgiing 0 Ao <3S YA

peplnbhonse 5 Sgn5) Stoe IV s (1S 4 ¢ 2mdY el o 1 o (a8
REAL S S PR IO IR

DIYO0 (S 25 5 e 5 ol O (Bomn (shge sS4 s Ol -

e 0L (Vs sa o 23S 4 Glem ) S ) Gpate g deme (Shpe dimie AN
SN (K p g ke Sl jLi)

PNEY oS el g s Lol s g oo e AY

DTV (g oKty ShLanl (g o sl oo slotoalicKin s ide (gsye  AY

S ol QS ol e S 4 Ol dde e Y] S e ik (e AT
SOV

S b sl OHLES] (g5 (Sl Jhmmdaws aiosS @ ¢ ool 5 polod] cdamen o da ( Slhe O
IO (ol

ol 0,8 (o3lcin ool Jo s 2555 4 celawd) G Lo el o daw (Moo AP
IFVY

03 ot o g a0 5 don IS (S Gl 5 andl (ke Lsiss e S AY
OVF Y sy 5 50l ¥V Byl el 9 9T Aol ia g (s ST (LS

NFYR 3 madl ls (g Jadl W 58S 4 (9L o] dama p do] ¢l A

(A Fl il o Gl o dase 2558 0 gm S ST Glas chosms o dom) ol A8
AFA

Ol Saap sbey SLLLal 0L (rr Wlse GBS @ (e e e (e (il A
oY

(PN 58 Sl 0L« Blas b S @ et Al i S gams (g domes (5ol )

LY A slaio (Mo 551 e o domen 28058 @ ol i ddes ol (g e o GIASA Y
AN

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir ONY Y Ol e 8553 ey Jl N+ L\ Blads ‘JMﬁbf.w 4ol g Ll ve


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

cJ)}L.\.ST ol.<.:.3|.> QbL;..u\ cb))LMST ‘U"“")} QJ..«:)LA u;'..&js @ cL;jLéa.” oS Jowo c&.ﬁ\j Y
21455

94. Beeston, A.F.L., Ghul, M.A., Miller, W.W., Ryckmans, J., Sabaic Dictionary

(English-French-Arabic), Beirut, Librairie du Liban/ Louvain-la-Neuve: Editions
Peeters, 1982.
95. Gardet, Louis, Carra de Vaux, B., "Basmala", in: The Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2™

edition, Leiden: Brill, 1960.

96. Jomier, Jacques, "The Divine Name "al-Rahman" in the Qur’an" (1957), translated
by Andrew Rippin, in: Rippin, Andrew, The Qur’an, Style and Contents, Aldershot,
Ashgate, 2001.

97 Koscielniak, Krzysztof, “Jewish and Christian Religious Influences on pre-Islamic
Arabia on the Example of the Term RHMNN (the Merciful)”, Orientalia Christiana
Cracoviensia, vol.3, pp. 67-74, 2011.

98_ Lipinski, Edward, Semitic Languages: Outline of a Comparative Grammar, Leuven,

Peeters, 1997.

99 Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11" edition, Massachusetts, Merriam-
Webster, Inc., 2009.

100- Robin, Christian Julien, "Yemen", in: McAuliffe, Jane Dammen, Encyclopaedia of the
Qur’an, Leiden/ Boston, Brill, 2006.

101~ Sinai, Nicolai, Key Terms of the Qur’an: A Critical Dictionary, Princeton/ Oxford,
Princeton University Press, 2023.

102- Weninger, Stefan, Khan, Geoftrey, Streck, Michael, Watson, Janet, The Semitic
Languages: An International Handbook, Berlin/ Boston: De Gruyter, 2011.

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir ONY Y Ol e 8553 ey Jl N+ L\ Blads ‘L;/:w.é?ﬁbf.w 4ol iy L ¥0


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

