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Extended Abstract

This paper investigates the reciprocal influence
between the variant readings of the Arabic letter
hamza in the word [i-’ababa (Q. 19) and the
interpretation of the verse. The central research
question is whether the variant readings stem
from a purely phonetic phenomenon—namely,
the lightening or substitution of hamza—which
subsequently led to a shift in verb conjugation
(from the first-person singular to the third-
person singular) and thus a different exegetical
understanding, or whether the primary difference
is exegetical, prompting the adoption of the
variant reading to resolve a theological challenge.

The study applies a comparative analysis of
Qur’anic variant readings sources (including
works by Ibn Mugahid, Abl ‘All al-Faris, ad-
Dani, Ibn Halawayh, a8-Satibi, Aba Sama, and
others), classical exegetical literature (such as
those by Mugqatil b. Sulayman, al-Farra’, at-
Tabar, az-Zaggag, and an-Nahhas), and evidence
from early Qur’anic manuscripts. Beyond
theoretical ~analysis, attention is pad to
orthographic representations in early Qur’anic
manuscripts in order to assess whether phonetic
or exegetical variation is reflected in the written
transmission of the text of the Qur’an. The
phonological rule concerning the lightening of an
open hamza preceded by a kasra —as described
by Sibawayh and later grammarians— serves as
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the analatical basis for this investigation.

The findings reveal that two distinct readings of li-yahaba must be differentiated:

1) a first-person singular form with phonological lightening of hamza into ya’,
transmited by Wars from Nafi® al-Madani, which represents a purely phonetic
variant in line with the “reading principles” ('usal al-qira at),

2) a third-person masculine singular form, attributed to Aba ‘Amr al-BasI1, which
involves a grammatical and semantic shift, and should be categorized under
“specific variants” (fars al-auraf).

Contrary to the opinion of at-TabarT and Abii ‘Ubayd, who rejected Abll ‘Amr’s reading on
the basis of orthographic irregularity, later scholars such as Ibn Halawayh and Abid Sama
argued for its compatibility with the ‘Utmanic rasm by appealing to the rule of hamza
lightening.

Codicological evidence suggests that in several early Qur’anic manuscripts —including the
lower layer of the San@’ palimpsest and some Hijazi codices— the word is written with ya’ (or
a denticle) potentially reflecting the reading with ya’ and indicating that this variant reading
may not have arisen solely through oral exegetical speculation, but also had roots in written
transmission.

Exegetically, two interpretive frameworks emerge:
1) Gabriel is the agent of divine bestowal, justifying the first-person verb
form;
2) God is the direct actor, which suits the third-person verb form.

Ultimately, the study concludes that the variant reading li-yababa result from the convergence
of two layers of variation: a phonetic process involving hamza lightening, and an exegetical
shift driven by theological concerns. In other words, the key challenge in analyzing this
variation lies in the intersection of phonetic and exegetical dimensions. While the Wars§
reading from Nafi‘ remains within the bounds of phonological rules and “usial al-qira‘at, Abu
‘Amr reading reflects a grammatical transformation and consequent semantic change, aligning
with the category of fars al-huriif.

Keywords: Variant readings of the Qur’'an, Interpretation of the Qur’an, Phonetics,
Grammar, Annunciation of Jesus’ birth to Mary.
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1. orthography
2. Sidky, “Qur’anic Codices”.
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1. van Putten, “The Grace of God”.

2. palimpsest

3. Cellard, “T'he San@’ Palimpsest”.

4. Sadeghi and Bergmann, “The Codex of a Companion”.
5. Sadeghi and Goudarzi, “San@’ 17.
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1. Michael Josef Marx (ed.), Manuscripta Coranica.
2. Ali Aghaei (ed.), Irankoran.
3. Marx and Jocham, “Radiocarbon (!4C) Dating”.

4. Déroche, Catalogue des manuscrits arabes.
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1. Déroche, The Abbasid Tradition.
2. Aghaei and Marx, “Carbon Dating”.
3. Sadeghi and Goudarzi, “San@’ 17.
4. Anthony, “The Virgin Annunciate”.
5. Sadeghi and Goudarzi, “San@’ 17.
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1. Anthony, “The Virgin Annunciate”.
2. Christian Julien Robin (CNRS: Centre national de la recherche scientifique)
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1. Neuwirth, Der Koran.

2. Hartwig and Neuwirth, Chronologisch-literaturwissenschaftlicher Kommentar zum Koran.
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1. Anthony, “The Virgin Annunciate”.
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